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Novi ready, an interifting /pectmen of remarkable facfimile, 

8vo, balf-morocea, old Dutch paper 

fides, price 9J. (>i. 

THE ORIGINAL EDITION OF JOE MILLER's JESTS. 

"JOE MILLER'S JESTS:" 

OR, THE WIT'S VADE MECUM, 

Being a Collection of the moft Brilliant Jefts, the 

Politeft Repartees, the moft Elegant Bons Mots, 

and moft pleafant Short Stories in the Englifti 

Language." — London: Printed by T. Read, 1739. 

Thi book is well known, or rather the Jefts are, for the veritable Jtrfi 
edition of Joe Miller ii one of the rareft books in theEngliDi language. As 
long ago as 1840, Faulkner, in his Hiflary of Cbifmick, fpeaking of Joe 
Miller, " a lively comic tAoT and facetious companion," who refided here, 
remarked: — "A copy of the original edition of his 'Jefts' may be valued 
at ten guineas." As a fpccimen of Acftmile, it is believed this reprint is 
without a rivaL The exaft form of lype, even the broken letters, occa- 
fionally iaint letter- prefs. and all the peculiarities of the original have been 
laichfuUy pteferved. The paper, too, has been made exprellly for this 
facfimile, fo that in every particular the quaint old book has been repro- 
duced. With regard to the contents of Joe Miller's yefti, the plain-fpoken 
words ufed are neither better nor worfe than thofe in any other Gmilar 
coUeftion of thi; period. It is to be regretted that the Author did not 
employ eipreflions a little lefs coarte than he has done ; his wit and pun- 
gency, however, It is impofllble to deny. A Iheet of verfes by the lac- 
, fimilift, after the manner of thofe quaint double acrolHcs, fo common in the 
works of old poets, will be given with each copy. Tiiey were compofed 
by the artift as a relaxation to the fevere duties of his painfully cxa£t 
Li hours. 

Only a very few copies of this Humourous Book 
have been reproduced. 
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o THE Discerning Reader. 

{A double Acrojiic.) 

H ere, courteous Reader, we prcfent to thee, 
] OB Milleil's Jests, and in facfimile ; 

E ditto princeps of that noted book, 
O n which we truft you will with favour look. 

^ othing's omitted that might mar the fenfe, 
H owcver juftly we might find pretence. 

S, udeneJJ in Georgethe Second's days was wit, 
N ought Icarcely could be faid and decm'd unfit. 

T ct how, when courtiers the example fet, 
C ould citizens the crumbs refrfin to get ; — 

J OE told thefe Itorjes to his friends alone, 
A nd much is iather'd on him not his own. 

O f thofe who lived in his dmc, fomc were good, 
M ore, who were bad, were better underftood. 

H alf-witted folks pafs'd for whole-witted then, 
D olts were confider'd moralifts, and fools wife men. 

N or did the men alone thus Ihow their art, 
E ven the ftir fex well could play their part ; 

B e violent in their temper, rude in a£), 
N or fecm ^e Icaft afhamoJ if caught in fadt ; 

S zclaim at what was good, praife what was bad, 
H ave love-affairs on hand " by the half-fcore, egad!" 

L et us hope, therefore, in thefe later days 
O f high refinement, you will grant due praiJe; 

L earn to dilUnguifh weeds from wayfide flowers, 
T he paft was his, the prefent it is ours ; 

A nd hereby we may fee, perhaps ere long, 
T o tell the true from iklle, the right from wrong; 

R ememb'ring that " Joe Miller" earn'd his ftmc, 
E 'en on " Old Drury's " boards he gain'd a name, 

S uch, that it may moft iafely be averr'd, 
N one is more frequent as a " Koufehold Word." 
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JOE UlLLEK's JESTS, 



I. Sf^HSQOfiTI^ H E Duke of A — //, who 
fays more good Things than 
T W^S *^y Body, being behind the 
Scenes the Firft Night of the 
Beggar's Opera^ and meet- 
ing Cibber there, well CoUey^ 
faid hc^ how d'you like the Beggar's Opera ? 
Why it makes one laugh, my Lord, anfwer'd 
he, on the Stage ; but how will it do in print. 
O! very well, I'll anfwer for it^ faid the Duke, 
if you don't write a Preface to it. * 

2. There being a very great Difturbance one 
Evening at Drury-Lam Play-Houle, Mr. ^//ii, 
coming upon the Stage to fay fomething to pa- 
cify the Audience, had an Orange thrown full 
at him, which he having took up, making a 
low Bow, this is no Civil Orange, I think, 
faid he. 

3. Mr. H—rr — », one of the CommiC- 
iioners of the Revenue in Ireland^ being one 

B Night 

■ S« CiWw-'s Preface to Prtvok'd Huihtmd, 



2 Joe Miller's JESTS, 

Night in the Pit, at the Play-Houfe in Dtt6~ 
lin, Monoca Gall, the Orange Girl, famous for 
her Wit and her Aifurancc, ftriding over his 
Back, he poppM his Hands under her Petti- 
coats ; Nay, Mr. Commifiloner, iaid fhe, you'll 
find no Goods there but what have been fair- 
ly entered. 

4. Joe Miller fitting one Day in the Win- 
dow at the Sun-l'avern in Clare-Strett^ a FiOi 
Woman and her Maid paffing by, the Wo- 
man cry'd, Buy my Soals ; f>uy my Maids : 
Ah, you wicked old Creature, cry'd honeft ^jjf, 
H^&at are you not content to fell your own Seul, 
but you muji fell your Maid's I06 ? 

c. When the Duke of Ormond was young;, 
ana came firft to Court, he happen'd to ftand 
next my Lady Dorcbejler, one Evening in the 
Drawing-Room, who being but filtle upon the 
Referve on moft Occafions^ let a Fart, upon 
which he look'd her full in the Face and 
Uugh'd. What's the Matter, my Lord, faid 
(he : Oh ! 1 heard it, Madam, reply'd the Duke» 
you'll make a fine Courtier indeed, faid fhe, 
if you mind every Thing you hear in this 
Place. 

6. A poor Man, who had a termagant Wife, 
after a long Dilpute, in which (he was rc- 
folved to have the laft Word, told her, if fhe 
ipoke one more crooked Word he'd beat her 
Brains out : Why then Ram's Horns^ you 
Rogue, faid fhe, if I die for't. 

7. A Gentleman ask'd a Lady at Tun- 
bfidge^ who had made a very large Acquaint- 
ance 
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ance among the Beaus and pretty FeJlows there, 
what fhe would do with them all. Of faid 
ftie, they pafs off like the Waters ; and pray. 
Madam, reply 'd the Gentleman do they all 
pafs the fame fP^ay ? 

8. An Hackney-Coachman, who was juft 
fet up, had heard that the Lawyers ufcd to club 
thcic ^hree- Pence a-piecc» four of them, to go 
to tVefiminfierj and being call'd by a Lawyer 
at Temple-Bar, who, with two others In th^Ir 
Gowns, got into his Coach, he was bid to 
drive to Weftminfler-Hall -^ but the Coachman 
itill holding his Door open, as if he waited 
for more Company ; one of the Gentlemen, 
asked him, why he did not (hut the Door and 
go on, the Fellow, fcratching his Head, cry'd 
you know, Mafter, my Fare's a Shilling, I 
can't go for Niiie-Pence. 

9. Two Free-thinking Authors, propofed 
to a Bookfeller, that was a Itttlc decayed in 
the World, that if he would print their Works 
they would fet bim ut, and Indeed they were 
as good as thejr Word, for in fix Week's Time 
he was in the Pillory. 

10. A Gentleman wa&iayingone Day at the 
7V//-7flr(^Coffce-Houle, when it rained exceed- 
ing hard, that it put him in Mind of the Ge- 
neral Deluge i Zoons, Sir, faid an old Cam- 
paigner, who ftood by, who's that ? I have 
heard of all the Generals in Europe but him. 

11. A certain Poet and Player, remarkable 
for his Impudence and Cowardice, happening 
many Years ago to have a Quarrel with Mr. 

B z Powel, 
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Powel, another Player, received from him a 
fmart Box of the Ear ; a few Days after the 
Poetical Player liaving lofl: hk Snuff-Box, a,nd 
making ftrjift Enquiry if any Body had feen 
his Box ; what, faiJ another of the Buskln'd 
Wits, tbatw\\\z'h Gsorge Powel gz\z you, t'other 
Night ? 

12. Gun yones, who had made his For- 
tune himfelf from a mean Beginning, hap- 
pening to have lome Words with a Perfon, who 
had known him lorae Time, was asked by 
the other, how he could liave the Impudence 
to give himfelf fo many Airs to him, when, 
he knew very well, that he remember'd him 
fevcn Years before, with hardly a Ra^ to bis 

A . You lie» Sirrahj reply'd 'Jmes^ feven 

Years ago / bad nothing but Rags to my A — . 

i;j. Lord R- having loft about fifty 

Piftoles, one Night at the Gaming-Table lu 
Dublin, fome Friends condoling with him up- 
on his ill Luck, Faith, fcid he, I am very 
well pleas'd at what I have done, for I have 
bit them, by G — there is not one Piftole that 
don't want Six-Pence of Weight. 

14. Mother TV^i^i/Adn?, about 2 jYears ago being 
much in Arrear with her Landlord for Rent, 
was warmly prcfs'd by him for his Money, 
Dear Sir, faid fhe, how can you be fo prefling 
at this dead Time of the Year, in about fix 

Weeks Time both the Par , and the C— n- 

V— -c — n will (it, and then Bufinefs will be fo 
brisk, that I flialt be able to pay ten Times the 
Sum. 

15. A 
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15. A Lady being asked how fhe liked a 
Gentleman's Singing, who had a very fiinking 
Breath, the Words are good, faid (he, but the 
Air is intolerable. 

16. The late Mrs. Otdjield being asked if 
Ihe thought Sir ^. T. and Mrs. H—n, who 
had both ftinking Breaths^ were marry'd : I 
don't know, iaid fhe, whether they are mar- 
ry'd ; but I am fure there is a IVedding be- 
tween them, 

\j. A Gentleman faying fomething in Praife 
of Mrs. C— — tJf, who is, without Difpute, a 
good Player, tho' exceeding iaucy and exceed- 
ing ugly ; another laid, her Face always put 
him in Mind o^ Mary- Bone Park, being defired 
to explain himfelf^ he faid, it wasvaftlyrw^ 
and had not one Bit of Paie about it. 

18. A pragmatical young Fellow fitting at 
Table over-againft the learned yobn Scot, ask- 
ed him what Difference there was between 
Scot and Sot ; Juji (he Breadth of the 'Table, 
anfwered the other, 

19. Another Poet asked Nat Lee if it was 
not eafy to write like a Madman, as he did : 
No, anfwered Nat, but it is eafy to write like 
a Fool as you do. 

20. Cotley, who, noCwithftanding his Odes, 
has now and then faid a good Things being 
told one Night by the late Duke of IVbartortf 
that he cxpedled to fee him bang'dox: beggar'd 
very foon, by G— d, faid the Laureat, if I 
had your Grace's Politicks and Morals you might 
exped both. 

B 3 21. Sir 
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21. Sir Tbomss More, for a long Time had 
only Daughters, his Wife earneftly praying 
that they might have a Boy, at laft they had 
a Boy, who, when he came to Man's Eftate, 
proved but rimplc ; thou prayedji fi long for a 
Boy, faid Sir Thomas to his Wife, that at lafi 
thou haji got one who "will be a Boy as long as 
he ii'ves. 

22. The fame Gentleman, when Lord 
Chancellor being prefled by the Counfel of the 
Party, for a longer Day to perform a Decree, 
laid, Take St. Barnaby'i Day, the hngefi in the 
Tear ; which happened to be the next Week, 

23. This famous Chancellor, who preferved 
his Humour and his Wit to the laft Moment, 
when he came to be executed on Tower-Htll, 
the Heads-man demanded his upper Garment 
as his Fee; ay. Friend, faid he, taking off 
his Capi Thai I think is my Upper-Garment. 

24. The Great Algermon Sidney feem'd to 
(hew as Httle Concern at his Death, he had 
indeed got fome Friends to intercede with the 
King for a Pardon ; but when he was told, 
that his Majefty could not be prevailed upon 
to give him his Life, but that in Regard to his 
ancient and noble Family, he would remit 
Part of his Sentence, and only have his Head 
cut off; nay, £id he, if his Majefty is refolved 
to have my Head he may make a Whiftle of 
my A — if he pleafes. 

35. LadyC — ^andhertwo Daughters hav- 
ing taken Lodgings, at a Leather-Breeches 
Maker's in Piccadilly, the Sign of the Cock 

an4 
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and Leather-Breeches^ was always put to the 
Blufh when fhe was obliged to give any Body 
Direction to her Lodgings, the Sign being fo 
odd a one; upon which my Lady, a very good 
Son of Woman, fending for her Landlord, a 
jolly young Fellow, told him, fhe liked him 
and his Lodgings very well, but fhe muft be 
obliged to quit them on Account of his Sign, 
for fhe was aihamed to tell any body what it 
was, O ! dear Madam, feid the young Fellow, 
I would do any Thing rather than lofe fo 
good Lodgers, I can eafily alter my Sign ; fo 
I think, anfwered my Lady, and I'll tell you 
how you may fatkfy both me and my Daugh- 
ters : Only take dawn your Breeches and let your 
Cock Jf and. 

26. When Rablats the greateft Drole in 
France^ lay on his Death-Bed, he could not 
help jcfting at the vtry lad Moment^ for hav- 
ing received the extreme Un6tion, a Friend 
coming 10 fee him, faid, he hoped he was 
prepared for the next World; Yes, yes, re- 
ply'd Rahlais, 1 am ready for my Journey now, 
th^ have juji greafed my Boots. 

27. Henry the jVth, of France, reading an 
oftentatious Inlcription on the Monument of a 
Spanifh Officer, Here lies the Body of Don, 
&c. ficc, 'who never knew iphat Fear was. 
I'befi faid the King, be never fnuffed a Candk 
with his Fingers. 

28. A certain Member of the French Aca- 
demy, who was no great Friend to the Abbot 
Furetieret one Day took the Scat that was com- 

B 4 monly 
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monly ufed by the Abbot, and foon after hav- 
ing Occcafion to fpeak, and Furetiere being 
by that Time come in; Here is a Place, laid 
hCj Gentlemen, from whence I am likely to 
litter a thoufand Impertinences; Go on, an- 
fwered FuretUre^ there's one already. 

29. When Sir Ji/irAijri/ $t€ek was fitting up 
his great Room, in Tbrk-BuUdings, for pub- 
lick Orations,, that very Room, which is now 
k> worthily occupied by the learned and exl- 
mious Mr. Profeffor Lacy. He happened at 
one Time to be pretty much behind Hand 
with hisWorkraen^ and coming one Day among 
them to (ce how they went forward, he order- 
ed one of them to get into the Rojirum, and 
make 3 Speech, that he might obferve how 
it could be heard, the Fellow mounting, and 
fcratchirg his Pate, told him he knew not 
what to fay, for in Truth he was no Orator. 
Oh ! faid the Knight, no Matter for that, fpeak 
any thing that comes uppcrmoft. Why here. 
Sir Richard, faid the Fellow, we have been 
working for you thefe fix Weeks, and cannot 
get one Penny of Money, pray. Sir, when do 
you defign to pay us? Very well, very well, 
faid Sir Richard^ pray come down, I have 
heard enough, I cannot but own you fpeak 
very diflindlly, tho' 1 don't admire your Sub- 
je(5t, 

30. A Country Clergyman meeting a Neigh- 
bour who never came, to Church, altho' an old 
Fellow of above Sixty, he gave himforaeRc- 
pnxif on that Account, and asked him if he 

never 
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never read at Home: No, rcplyed the Clown, 
I can't read ; I dare fay, iaid the Parfon you 
don't know who made you ; not I, in troth, 
iaid the Countryman. A little Boy coming by 
at the &rae Time, who made you, Child, 
cry'd the Paifon, GoJ, Sir, anfwered the Boy. 
Why look you there, quoth the honcft Cler- 
gyman, are not you afhamed to hear a. Child 
of five or fix Years old tell me who made him, 
when you that are (o old a Man can not: Ah, 
faid the Countryman, it Is no Wonder that 
he fhould remember, he was made but t'other 
Day, it is a great while, Mafter, (in f were 
made. 

3 r. A certain reverend Drone in the Coun- 
try was complaining to another, that it was a 
great Fatigue to preacli twice a Day. Oh ! 
Taid the other, I preach twice every Sunday, 
and make nothing of iL 

32. One of the forefaid Gentlemen, as was 
his Cuftom, preaching moft exceedingly dull 
to a Congregation not ufed to him, many of 
them flunk out of the Church one after an- 
other, before the Sermon was near ended. Tru- 
ly, laid a Gentleman prefent, this learned Doc- 
tor has made a very moving Diicourfe. 

33. Sir William Davenont^ the Poet, had 
no Nofe, who going along the Mcuie one Day, 
a Beggar- Woman followed him, crying, ah ! 
God prelerve your Eye-Sight ; Sir, the Lord 
preferve your Eye-Sigbi. Why, good Wo- 
man, faid he, do you pray fo much for my 
Eye-Sight f Ah! dear Sir, anfwered the Wo- 



man. 
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man^ if it fhoutd pleafe God that you grow 
dim-lighted, you have no Place to hang your 
Spe&Qcks on. . 

34. A Welchman bragging of his Family, 
faid, his Father's Effigies was fet up in Weji- 
minlier- Abbey , being ask'd whereabouts^ he 
faid in the fameMoniumentvvith Squire 7l|yw's, 
for he was his Coachman. 

35. A Perfon was faying, not at all to the 
Purpofe, that really Sampjon was a very ftrong 
Man 5 Ay, faid another, but you are much 
Wronger, for you make nothing of lugging him 
by the Head and Shoulders. 

36. My Lord Strangfordj who (lammer'd 
very much, was telling a certain Bifliop that 
lat at his Table, that Balaam's Afg fpoke he- 
caufe he was Fri — eft — Prieft-rid, Sir, faid 
a Valet-de-Chambre, who Rood behind his 
Chair, my Lord would fay. No, Friend, re- 
ply'd the Bifhop, Balaam couXd not fpeakhim- 
felf, and fo his A/s fpoke for him. 

37. The fame noble Lord ask'd a Clergy- 
man once, at the Bottom of his Table, why 
the Goo^, if there was one, was always plac'd 
next the Parfon. Really, faid he, I can give 
no Reafon for it ; but your Queftion is fo odd, 
that I ihaU never fee a Goofe for the future 
without thinking of your Lordjhip. 

38. A Gentleman was asking another how 
that poor Devil S — ge could live, now my 
Lord 7*--—/ had turn'd him off. Upon his 
Wits faid the other ; "That is living upon a 
Jlender Stock indeed^ reply 'd the Firft. 

39- A 
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'39. A. Country Parfon having divided his 
Text under two and twenty Heads, one of 
the Congregation went out of tine Church in 
a great Hurry, and being met by a Friend, 
he ask'd him, whither he was going? Home for 
my Nigbt-Cap, anfwered the firft, For J Jind 
nse are to Jiay here ail Night. 

40. A very modeft young Gentletnan, of 
the County of Tiperary, having attempted ma- 
ny Ways, in vain, to acquire the Affedlions 
of a Lady of great Fortune, at Uft try'd what 
was to be doue» by the Help of Mufick, and 
therefore entertained her with a Serenade un- 
der her Window, at Midnight, but (he or- 
derM her Servants to drive him thence by 
throwing Stones at him ; Tsur Mu/i':^, my 
Friend, faid one of his Companions, is as power- 
ful as that of Orpheus, for it draws the very 
Stmts about you. 

41. A certain Senator, who is not, it may 
be, efteemcd the wifcft Man in the Houfe, 
has a frequent Cuftom of (baking his Head 
when another {peaks, which giving Offence 
to a particular Perfon, he complained of the 
Affront; but one who had been long acquaint- 
ed with him, aflured the Houfe, it was only 
an ill Habit he had got, for though he would 
oftentimes fhake his HeaJ, there was nothing 
in it. 

42. A Gentleman having lent a Guinea, 
for two or three Days, to a Perfon whofe 
Profiiifcs be had not much Faith in, was very 
much fiiipriz'd to find he very pim<5lually kept 

his 
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his Word with him ; the fame Gentleman be- 
ing fatnetlnne after dcfirous of borrowing the 
like Sum, No, faid the other, you have di-- 
ceived me once, and I am refolved you fhan't 
do it a fecond Time. 

43. My Lord Chief Juilicc HoU had fent^ 
by his Warrant, one of the French Prophets^ a. 
foolifh Seft, that ftartcd up m his Time, to 
Prifon ; upon which Mr. Lacy, one of their 
Followers, came one Day to my Lord's Houfe, 
and defired to Ipeak with htm, the Servants 
told him, he was not well, and faw no Com- 
pany that Day, but tell him, laid Lacy^ I 
muft fee him, for I come to him from the 
Lord God, which being told the Chief Juftice, 
he order'd him to come in, and ask'd him his 
Buiinefs ; I come, faid he, from the L(frdj who 
Tent me to thee, and would have thee grant a 
Noli Projequi for 'JohTi Atkins^ whom thou haft 
caft iQto Prifon : Thou art a falfe Prophet, an- 
fwered ray Lord, and a lying Knave, for If the 
Lord had fent thee it wou'd have been to the 
Attorney-General, he knows It is not in my 
Power to grant a Noli Prcfequi, 

44. 'Tom B — rn — i happening to be at Din- 
ner at my Lord Mayor's, in the latter Part of 
the late Queen's Reign, after two or three 
Healths, the Minlftry wasCoafted, but when 
it came to Tom's Turn to drink, he diverted It 
for fomc Time by telling a Story to the Per- 
fon who fat next him j the chief Magiftrate of 
the City not ieeing his Toaft go round, call'd 
put, Genilemenj ijuberejlicks tbs Minifiryt At 

nothing. 
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nothing, by G—d, fays ^om, and fo drank off 
his Glais. 

45. My Lord Craven^ in King yamts the 
Firft's Reign, was very dcfirous to Tee Ben 
Johnfon^ which being told to Ben^ he went to 
my Lord's Hout'e^ but being In a very tattcr'd 
Condition, a^ Poets fometimes are, the Porter 
refus'd liim Admittance, with fonicfaucy Lan- 
guage, which the other did not fail to return: 
My Lord happening to come out while they 
were wrangling, asked the Occafion of It : 
Ben, who ftood in need of no-body to fpeak 
for him, faid, he underftood his Lordfhip de- 
(ircd to fee him ; you. Friend, iaid my Lord, 
who are you ? Btn "Johnjoriy reply'd the other : 
No, no, quoth my Lord, you cannot be Bm 
y^hnfm who wrote the Silent Woman^ you 
look as if you could not fay Bo to a Goofe : 
Bo, cry'd Ben, very well, faid my Lord, who 
was better plcas'd at the Joke, than offended 
at the Affront, 1 am now convinced, by your 
Wit, you are Btn yohnfon. 

46. A certain Fop was boaftjng m Compa- 
ny that he had every Senfe in Perfection ; no, by 
G— d» faid one, who was by, there is one you arc 
entirely without, and that is Common Senje. 

47. An Irijh Lawyer of the Temple^ having 
occafton to go to Dinner, left thefe Diredions 
written, and put in the Key-Hole of his Cham- 
ber-Door» I am gene to the Elephant and Ca- 
ftle, where you Jhail find me ; and if you can't 
read this Note, carry it down to the Statipner's, 
and be mill read it for you. 

48. Old 
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48. Old Dennis who had been the Author 
of many Plays, going by a Brandy-Shop^ in 
St. Paul's Church-Tard 'y the. Man who kept 
it, came our to him, and defired him to drink a 
Dram, for what Reafon (aid he, bccaufe you arc 
a Dramatick Poet, anfwered the other ; well, 
Sir, iaid the old Gentleman, you arc an out- 
of-the-way Fellow, and I will drink a Dram 
with you i but when he had fo done, he ask- 
ed him CO pay forit, S'dcath, Sir, (aid the Bard, 
did you not ask me to drink a Dram becaufc 
I was a Dramatick Poet ; yes Sir, reply'd the 
Fellow, but I did not think you had been a 
Dramo'T'tck Poet. 

49. Daniel Pureed the famous Punfter, and 
a Friend of his, having a Defire to drink a 
Glafs of Wine together, upon the 30th of Ja- 
nuary, they went to the Salutation Tavern up- 
on Halbourn-HUly and finding the Door fhut, 
they knock'd at it, but it was not opened to 
'cm, only one of the Drawers look'd through 
a little Wicket, and asked what they would 
pleafe to have, why open your Door, faid Da~ 
niel^ and draw us a Pint of Wine, the Draw- 
er faid, his Mafter would not allow of it that 
Day, it was a i^<j/? ^ D~mn your Mafter, cry'd 
he, for a prccifc Coxcomb, is he not content* 
cd \ofaJi himfelf but he mu ft make his Doors 

faft too. 

50. The fame Gentleman calling for fome 
Pipes in a Tavern, complained they were too 

jhort y the Drawer faid, they had no other, and 
thofit were but jujl come in : Ay, faid i)d- 

niel. 
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niet, I fee you have not bought them very 
long. 

51. The fame Gentleman as he had the Cha- 
radterof a great Punfter, was defired one Night 
irt Company, by a Gentleman, to make a 
Pun extempore^ upon what Subjcfl, laid Da- 
niel, the Kingy anfwcrcd the other, the King, 
Sir, iaid he, is no Subjitl. 

52. G'-i E — /, who, tho' he Is very rich, is 
remarkable for his ibrdid Covctou Hiefs^ lold Cibher 
oneNight, in the Gr«« i?«iff7, that he was going 
out of Town, and was forry to part with him, 
for faith be k-oed bim^ Ah ! faid QstUy^ Iwiili 
I was a Shilling for your Sake,, why ib, faid 
the other, becaufc then, cry'd the Laureat, I 
fhould be furc you loved me. 

55. Lord C — by coming out pf the Houfc 
of Lords one Day, called out, whcre's my Fel- 
low ! Not in England, by G — d, faid a Gen- 
tleman, who Hood by. 

54. A Beggar asking Alms under the Name 
of a poor Scholar, a Gentlctnan to whom he 
apply'd himfclf, ask'd him a Queftion in t-a- 
tin^ the Fellow, ftiaking his Head, (kid he did 
not underftand him : Why, faid the Gentle- 
man, did you not fay you were a pocr Scholar} 
Tei^ reply'd the other, a poor one indefd. Sir, 
for I don't under/land one Word of Latin. 

55. Several Years ago when Mrs. Rogers the 
Player, was young and handibme, Lord North 
and Grey, remarkable for his iiomely Face, 
accofting her one Night behind the Scenes, 
ask'd her with a Sigh, what was a Cure for 

Love? 
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Love? Your Lord^ip, faid fhe, the bcft I know 
in the World. 

56. Colonel , who made the fine Firft- 

Works in St. yamesi Square, upon the Peace 
of Re/wickf being in Company with forac La- 
dies, was highly commending the Epitaph juft 
then fet up in the Abbey on Mr. Purcei'^ Monu- 
ment, 

He is gene to that Place where only bis 
<mn Harmony can be exceeded. 

Lord, Colonel, faid one of the Ladies, the 
feme Epitaph might fcrvc for you, by altering 
one Word only ; 

He is gone fo that Place, ncbere only bis 
own Fire- Works can be exceeded. . 

57. Poor Joe Miller happening one Day to 
be caught by fomc of his Friends in a fami- 
liar Pofture with a Cook Wench, almoft as 
ugly as Kate CI — ve^ wa? very much rallied 
by them for the Oddnefs of his Fancy. Why 
look ye, fald he, Gentlemen, altho' I am not 
a very young Fellow, I have a good Conftitu- 
tion, and am not, I thank Heaven, reduced 
yet to Beauty or Brandy to whet my Ap- 
petite. 

58. Lady N-—, who had but a very home- 
ly Face, but was extremely well fhap'd, and 
always neat about the Legs and Feet, wag trip- 
ping one Morning over the Park in a Mask ; 

and 
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and a Gentleman followed her for a long while 
making ftrong Love to her, , he call'd her his 
Life, his Soul, his Angtl, and begged with, 
abundance of Eameftnefs^ to have a Glimpfe of 
hcT Face, at laft when the came on the other 
Side of the Bird-Cagc Walk, to the Houfe (he 
was going into, (he turned about and pulling 
off her Mask : Well, Sir, laid fhe, what is 
it you would have with me? The Man at 
firft Sight of her Face, drew back, and lifting 
up his Hands, O! Nothing I Madam, Nothings 
cry'd he ; I cannot fay, faid my Lady, but I 
like your Sincerity, tho' I hate your Man- 
ners. 

60. Sir B — cb — r W — y^ in the Beginning 
of (^een Jnni% Reign, and three or four more 
drunken Tories, reeling home from the Foun- 
tain-Tavern in the Strand^ on a Sunday Morn- 
ing, cry'd out, we arc the Pillars of the Church, 
no, by G — d, laid a Whig, that happened to 
be in their Company, you can be but the 
Buttrtfes, for you never come on the Infid« 
of it. 

61. After the Fire of London, there was an 
Aft of Parliament to regulate the Buildings of 
the City, every Houfe was to be three Stones 
high, and there were to be no Balconies back- 
wards: A Ghuce/lerjhsre Gentleman, a Man 
of great Wit and Humour, juft after this A&. 
paried, going along the Street, and ieclng a 
little crooked Gentlewoman, on the other Side 
of the Way, he runs over to her in great haftc, 
Lord, Madam, iaid he, how dare you to walk- 

C the 
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the Streets thus publlckly? Walk the Streets! 
why not ? anfwer'd the little Woman. Becaufe 
iaid he, you are built direftly contrary to A& 
of Parliament, you are but two Stones high, 
and your Balcony hangs over your Houfe-of- 
Officc. 

62. One Mt. I'opham was fo very tall, that 
if he was living now, he might be flicwn at 
Teatesh Thearte for a Sight, this Gentleman 
going one Day to enquire for a Countryman a 
little Way out of Towu, when he came to the 
Houfe, he looked in at a little Window over 
the Doorj and ask'd the Woman, who fat by 
the Fire, if her Husband was at Home. No, 
Sir, faid fhc, but if you pleaJc to alight and 
come in. Til go and call him. 

63. The fame Gentleman walking acrofs 
Ccvent-Garden, was asked by a Beggar- Woman, 
for an Half-penny or Farthing, but finding he 
would not part with his Money, fbe bcgg'd for 
Chrifl's-Sake, he would give her one of his old 
Shoes ; he was very dcfirous to know what fhc 
could do with one Shoe, to make my Child 
a Cradk, Sir, faid ftie. 

64. King CharUi II, having ordered a Suit 
of Cloaths to be made, juft: at the Time when 
Addrefles were coming up to him, from aHI 
Parts of the Kingdom, Toffi KifUgrsw went to 
the Taylor, and ordered him to make a very 
large Pocket on one Side of the Coat, and one 
io fmall on the other, that the King could 
hardly get his Hand into it, which fceming 
very odd, when they were brought home, he 

ask'd 
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Qslc'd the Meaning of it, the Taylor faid, Mr. 
Kiliegrew order'd it fo ; KilUgrew being fcnt 
for, and interrogated, faid, one Pocket was for 
the AddreJJes of his Maj«fty's Subjects, the 
other for the Monty they would give him. 

65. My Lord B—€, had married three Wives 
that were all his ServantSj a Btggar- Woman 
meeting him one Day in the Street, made him 
a very low Curtcl!y, Ah, God Almighty blcfs 
your Lordftiip, faid fhe, aiid fend you a long 
Lift, if you do but live long enough, wefliall 
be all Ladies in Time, 

66. Dr. Tadloe, who was a very fat Man, 
happening to go thump, thump, with his great 
Legs, thro' a Street, in Oxford, where fome 
Paviers had been at Work, in the Midfl of 
y^iiyt the Fellows immediately laid down their 
Rammers, Ah \ God blefs you, Mafter, cries one 
of 'em, it was very kind of you to come this 
Way, it fives us a great deal of Trouble this 
hot Weather. 

67. An Arch-Wagg of St. Johns College, 
asked another of the fame College, who was 
a great Sloven, why he would not read a cer- 
tain Author called Go-Clenius. 

68. Swariy the famous Punfterof Cdmir/V^*', 
being a Nonjuror, upon which Account he had 
loft his Fellowship, as he was going along the 
Strand, in the Beginning of King JVilUam'^ 
Reign, on a very rainy Day, a Hackney-Coach- 
man called to him. Sir, won't you pleafc to 
take Coach, it rains hard : Ay, Friend, faid 

C 2 hc^ 



20 Joe Millsr's JESTS. 

be, but this is ik> Reign for me to tike 
Coach in. 

69. When Oliver firft coined his Money, 
an old Cavalier looking upon one of the new 
Pieces, read the Infcriptionj, on one Side wasG*^ 
"wi/h us, on the other, The Commonnvealib »f 
England j I fee, faid he, G«d «nd the Common- 
•wealth are on different Sides. 

70. Colonel B(>ff(/who had been one of King 
Charies the Firft's Judges, dy'd a Day or two 
before OUt>er, and it was ftrongly reported 
every where that Cromwell was dead ; No, faid 
a Gentleman, who knew better, he has only 
given Bond to the Devil for his farther Ap- 
pearance. 

71. Mr. Serjeant G—d — r, being lame of 
uirc [jcg; and pleading before Judge Vor — /, 
who has little or no N^fi, the Judge told him 
he wai afraid he had but a lame Caufe of it: 
Ohl my Lord, faid the Scrjeam, have but a 
little Tfiticncc, and VW warrjint I prove every 
Thing «s plain as the Mifi on your Face. 

7a. A Gentleman eating fomc Mutton that 
Wfti very tough, faid, it put him in Mind -of 
■n old En^li/h Poet : Being a^kcd who that 
wai } Chiiu—cer, replied h*. 

73. A certain Roman-Cat holick Lord, hav- 
ing rcnaunced the Fopifh Religion, was asked 
not loiij iii'ter, by a Protcftant Peer, Whethgr 
the Mtmjlers cf the State, or Minijitrs of the 
Gofpel bad ibe grtatefl Share in his Cortverfion : 
To whom he reply'd, that when he reiwwiced 



lum^iced 
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Popery he had alfo renounced auricular Co«- 
ffjfon. 

74. Michael j4ngth^ in his Pidure of the 
laft Judgment, in the Pope's Chappel, paint- 
ed Among the Figures in HsHy that of a cer- 
tain Cardinal, who was his Enemy, fo like, 
that cvcry-body knew it at firft 3ighl : Where- 
upon the Cardinal complaining 10 Pope Cle- 
ment the Seventh, of the Affront, and defirlng 
It might be defaced : You know very well, 
(aid the Pope, I have Power to deliver a Soul 
out of Purgatory but not out of Hell 

75, A Gentleman being at Dinner at a 
Friend's Houfe, the firft Thing that came up- 
on the Table was a Di(h of Whitings, and one 
being put upon his Plate, he found it ftlnk fo 
much that he could not cat a Bit of it, but 
he laid his Mouth down to the Fifh, as if" he 
was whifpering with it, and then took up the 
Plate and put it to his own Ear j the Gentle- 
man, at whofe Tabic he was, enquiring into 
the meaning, he tctd him he had a Brother loft 
at Sea, about a F^rlnight agc^ and he was ask- 
ing that Fifh if he knew any thing of him i 
and what Anfwer made he, iaid the Gentle- 
man, he told me, faid hc, he could give no 
Account of him, for he had not been at Sea 
thefe three IVeeki. 

I would not have any of my Readers apply 

this Story, as an unfortunate Gentleman did, 

who had Heard it, and was the next Day whii^ 

pering a Rump of Beef at a Friend's Houfe. 

C 3 76. An 
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76. An. Engli/h Gentleman happening to be 
in Brecknock/bin^ he ufed fomctimes to divert 
himfclf with (hooting, but being fufpefted 
not to be qualified by one of the Uttlc Welch 
Jufticcs, his Worfhip to\d him, that unlefs he 
could produce his C^lification, he Ihould not 
allow him to fhoot there, and he had hcc 
littk Manors ; yes. Sir, faid the Ertglijhman^ 
every Body may perceive that, perceive what, 
cry'd the Wekhman ? That you have too iittU 
Manners, faid the other. 

77. The Chaplain's Boy of a Man of War, 
being fent out of his own Ship of an Errand 
to another; the two Boys were conferring Notes 
about their Manner of living 1 how often, (aid 
one, do you go to Prayers now, why, anfwcr- 
ed the other, in Cafe of a Storm, or any Dan- 
ger ; ay, faid the firft, there's fomc Senfe in 
thai, but my Mafter makes us pray when there 
is no more Occafion for it, than for my leap- 
ing over-board. 

78. Not much unlike this Story, is one a 
Midfhipmhn told one Night, in Company with 
Joe MilUr and myfelf, who faid, that being 
once in great Danger at Sea, every body was 
obfcrvcd to be upon their. Knees, but one Man, 
who being called upon to come with the reft 
of the Hands to Prayers, not I, faid he, it is 
your Bufmcfs to take Care of the Ship, lam 
but a Pajfengrr. 

79. Tnree or four roguifh Scholars walking 
out one Day from the Univerfity of Oxford, 
fpled a poor Fellow near Abingdsn, afleep in a 

Ditch, 



Joe Miller's J BStS, 23 

Ditch, with an Afs by him, loaded with 
Earthen- Ware, holding the Bridle in his Hand» 
fays one of the Scholars to the reft, if you'll alTifl 
mc, I'll help you to a little Money, for you 
know we are bare at prcfent j no doubt of it 
they were, not long confentingj why then, fald 
he, we'll go and fell this old Fellow's Aft at 
-Abingdon, for you know the Fair is To-mor- 
row, and we {hall meet with Chapmen enough j 
therefore do you take the Panniers off, and put 
them upon my Back, and the Bridle over my 
Head, and then lead you the Afs to Market, 
and let me alone with the Old Man. This be- 
ing done accordingly, in a little Time after the 
poor Man awaking, was ftrangely ftirprized to 
fte his Afs thus mctamorphofed ; Oh ! for 
God's-Iatce, faid the Scholar, take this Bridle 
out of my Mouth, and. this Load from my 
Back. Zoons, how came you here, rcply'd 
the old Man, why, (aid he,, my Father, who 
is a great Necromancer, upon an idle Thing 
I did to dlfoblige him, transformed mc into 
an Afs, but now his Heart has relented, and 1 
am come to my own Shape again, I beg you 
will let mc go Home and thank him \ by all 
Means, faid the Crockrey Merchant, I don't 
dcfire to have any Thing to do with Conjura- 
tion, and fo fcc the Scholar at Liberty, who 
went direftly to his Comrades, that by this 
Time were making merry with the Money 
they had fold the Afs for : But the old Fellow 
was forced to go the next Day, to feck for a 
new one in the Fsir^ and after having took'd 
C 4 on 
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on fcveral, his own was (hewn him for a very 
good one, 0, Ho! faid he, 'what have he and 
his Father quarrelkd again already f No, no, 
rU have nothing to fay to him. 

80. Mr. Congrcve going up the Water, In 
a Boat, one of the Watermen told him, as they 
pafled by Peterborcugh Houfe, that thatHoufe 
huA funk a Story; no, Friend^ laid he, I ra- 
ther believe it is a story raijed, 

81. The forefaid Houfe, which is the very 
Ufl in London one Way, being rebuilt, a Gen- 
tleman asked another, who lived in it? his 
Friend told him Sir Robert Grofxienor ; I don't* 
know, faid the ftrft, what Eftatc Sir Robert 
has, but he ought to have a very good one, for 
no body ii'uei beyond him in the whole 'Town. 

82. Two Gentlemen difputing about Reli- 
gion, in Buttons Cofee-Utfufty faid one them, 
I wonder, Sir, you (hould talk of Religion, 
when I'll hold you five Guineas you can'tfay the 
Lord's Prayer, done, faid the other, and Sir 
Richard Steele (hall hold Stakes. The Money 
being depofitcdj the Gentleman bt,g»n with, I 
believe in Gad, and To went cleverly thro' the 
Creed; well, faid the other, I own I have 
iofl ; I did not think be could have done it. 

83. A certain Author was telling Dr. Sewel, 
that a Pafiagc he found fault with in his Po- 
em, might be juftify'd, an<l that he thought it 
a Metaphor; it is fuch a one, faid the Doc- 
tor, as truly I never Met-a-jore. 

84. A certain Lady at Whitehall, of great 
Quality but very little Modefly, having fcnt 

for 
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for a Llnnen Draper to brmg her fome Hollands^ 
as foon as the young Fellow cnter'd the Room, 
O ! Sir, faid (he, I find you're a Man fit for 
Bufmefs, for you no iboner look a Lady in the 
Face, but you've your Yard in one Hand, and 
arc lifting up the Linncn with the other. 

S5- A Country Farmer going crofs his 
Grounds m the Dusk of the Evening, fpy'd 
a young Fellow and a Lafsj very bufy near a 
five Bar Gate, In one of his Fields, and calling 
tothenn to know what they were about, faid 
the young Man no Harm, Farmer, we are only 
going to Frop-a-Gatc. 

86. King Henry VIII, defigning to fend a 
Nobleman on an Embafly to Francis I. at a 
very dangerous JanfVurc, he begg'd. to be ex- 
cufcd, faying fuch a threatening Mcffage, to fo 
hot a Prince as Francis 1. might go near to 
coft him his Life. Fear not, faid old Harry, 
if the French King fl:iould offer to take away 
your Life, I would revenge you by taking off 
the Heads of many Frenchmen now in my 
Power : But of all tbofe Heads, reply'd tht No- 
bleman, there may noi be one to Jit my Sboul^ 
ders. 

87. A Parfon preaching a tirclbmc Sermon 
on Happinefs or Blifi ; when he had done, a 
Gentleman told him, he had forgot one Sort of 
Happinefs: Hafpy are they thet did not hear 
your Sermon. 

S8. A Country-Fellow who was juft come 
to Linden, gaping about in every Shop he came 
to, at laft looked into a Scrivener's, where 

feeing 
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lecing only one Man fitting at a Desk, he 
could not imagine what Commodity was fold 
there, but calling to the C!ctk» pray, Sir, faid 
he, what do you fell here? Loggerheads-, cry'd 
the other, do you, anfwer'd the Countrynaanj 
Egad then you've a J'pecial T'rade, for I fee you 
have but one left. 

89. Manners, who was himfelf but lately 
made Earl of Rutland, told Sir Thomas Moor, 
he was too much elated by his Preferment, 
that he verify'd the old Proverb, 

Hojiores mutani Mores. 

No, my Lord, iaidSir 'Thomas, the Pun will 
do much better in Rnglijh : 

Honours change Manners. 

90. A Nobleman having chofe a very illite- 
rate Pcrfon for his Library Keeper, one faid it 
was like a Seraglio kept by an Eunuch. 

91. A Mayor oi Tarmoutb^ inancient Times, 
being by his Office a Juflice of the Peace, and 
one who was willing to difpenfe the Laws wife- 
ly, tho' he could hardly read, got him the Sta- 
tuie-Book, where finding a Law ^^im^ fring 
a Beacon, or caufing any Beacon to be fired, af- 
ter nine of the Clock at Night, the poor Man 
read i^ frying of Bacon, or caufing any Bacon 
to be Jryed ; and accordingly went out the next 
Night upon the Scent, and being directed by 
his Nofe, to the Carrier's Houfc, he found the 

Man 
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Man and his Wife boihjrji'ng of Bacon, the 
Husband holding the Pan while (he Wife turned 
it : Being thus caught in the Fait, and hav- 
ing nothing to fay for themfelves^ his Wor- 
fliip committed them both to Jail, without 
Bail or Mainprize. 

92. The late facetious Mr. Spi/kr, being 
at the Rchearfal, on a Saturday Morning, the 
Time when the Atftors are ufually paid, was 
asking another, whether Mr. Wood, the Trea- 
surer of the Houle, had any Thing to fay to 
them that Morning ; no, faith, Jemmy, rcply'd 
the other, I'm afraid there's no Ca!e, which is 
a cant Word for Money ; by G — d, faid Spil- 
ler, if there is no Cole wc muft burn fi'^ood. 

93. A witty Knave conning into a Lace- 
Shop upon Ludgate-Hill, /aid, he had Occa- 
fion for a fmall Quantity of very fine Lace, 
and having pitched upon that he liked, asi<.cd 
the Woman of the Shop, how much fhe would 
have, for as much as would reach from one of 
his Ears to the other, andmeafurc which Way 
ftit pleafed, either over his Head or under his 
Chin i after fomc Words, ihcy agreed, a'nd he 
paid the Money down, and bc^an to mcafurc, 
laying, Ont of my Ears is hfre^ and the other 
is nailed to the Pillory in Briftol, therefore^ I 

fear you have not enough to make good your Bar- 
gain J howftier, I •wtU take thii Piece in part, 
and defire you •will priyvide the reft -voith all Ex- 
pedition. 

94. When Sir Cloudjly Shovel fei out on his 
liaft Expedition, there was a Form of Prayer, 

compofed 
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compofed by the Archbifhop of Caiiterbury^ 
for the Succefs of the Fleet, in which his Grace 
made Ufe of this unlucky ExprefTiorij that he 
begged God would be a Rock of Defence to 
the Fleet, which occafioncd the following 
Lines to be made upon the Monument, fet up 
for him, in Weflminfter- Abbey, he being caft 
away in that Expedition, on the Rocks call'd, 
the Bijhop and bis Clerks. 

As Lambeth pray'd, fuchwas the dtre Events 
Elfe bad we luanied now this Monument ; 
That God unto our Fleet would be a Rock, 
Nor did kind Hea'u'rj^ the ivije Petition mock ; 
'To what the Metropolitan Jhtd then, 
The Bifhop and his Clerks replfd. Amen. 

95. A French Marquis being once at Dinner 
at Roger fViJ/iams's, the famous Punfter and 
Publican, andboafting of the happy Genius of 
his Nation, in projecting all the fine Modes 
and Faihions, particularly the Ru^e, which he 
faid, was de fine Ornament to de Hand, and had 
been followed by all de oder Nations : Roger^ 
allowed what he faid, but obferved, at the 
fame Time, that the Englijb^ according to 
Cuiiom, had made a great Improvement upon 
their Invention, by adding the Shin to it. 

96. A poor dirty Shoe-Boy going into a 
Church, one Sunday Evening, and feeing the 
Parifh-Boys ftandihg in a Row, upon a Bench 
to be catechized, begets up himfclif, and ftands 
in the very firfl: Piace» fo the Parfon of Couric 

beginning 
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beginning with him, asked him, What is your 
Nami^ Rugged and lougb, anfwered he, ivbo 
gave you that Name ? fays Dominc : Why the 
Boys in our AUey^ reply'd poor Rugged and 
'^ough^ Lord d — mn them, 

gy. A Prince laughing a,t one of his Cour- 
tiers whom he had employed in fevcral Embal^ 
fies, told him, he looked like an Ow/. I know 
not, anfwered the Courtier, what 1 look like ; 
but this I know, that I have had the Honour 
fevcral Times to reprcfcnt your Majejiy's Per- 

98. A Venetian Ambaffador going to the 
Court of Rome, pafled through Florence^ where 
he went to pay his RcfpcdVs to the late Duke 
of 'Tufcany. The Duke complaining to him 
of the AmbafTador the State of Venice had fcnt 
him, as a Man unworthy of his Publick Cha- 

^radlcr i Tour Highnefs, faid he, mujl not won- 
der at it, for toe have many Idle Pates, at Ve- 
nice. Sa have we^ reply'd the Duke, in Flo- 
rence ; huttjue don't fend them t(f treat of Publick 
Affairs. 

99. A Lady's Age happening to be quef- 
tioned, fhe affirmed, {he was but Forty, and 
caird upon a Gentleman that was in Compa- 
ny for his Opinion ; Couiin, faid fhc, do you 
believe I am in the Right, when I fay I am 
but Forty f 1 ought not to difputc ii, Madam, 
reply'd he, for I have heard you Ca.y fo the/i 
(en Tears, 

100. It being proved in a Trial at Ouiid- 
Hail, that a Man's Name was really Inch, whd 

, __ >._ pretended 
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pretended that it was Linch, I fee, faid the 
Judge, the old Proverb is verified in this Man, 
who being allowed an Tncb took an L. 

loi. A certain Perfon came to a Cardinal 
in Rome, and told him that he had brought his 
Eminence a dainty white Palfrey, but he fell 
lame by the Way; faith the Cardinal to him, 
I'll tell thee what thou (halt do, go to fuch a 
Cardinal, and fuch a one^ naming half a Dozen, 
and tell them the fame, and (b as thy Horfe, 
if it had been founds could have pleas'd but 
oife» with this lame Horfe thou fhalt pleafe half 
a Dozen. 

102. A prodigal Gallant (whofe penurious 
Mother being lately dead, had left him a plen- 
tiful Eftate) one Day being on his Frolicks, 
quarrcU'd with his Coachman, and faid, you 
damn'd Son of a Whore, 111 kick you into 
Hell J to which the Coachman anfwer'd, ifypu 
kick me into Hell, FU tell your Mother how ex- 
travagantly you Jpend your Eftate here upon 
Earth. 

103. The Emperor Augujius, being (hewn 
a young Grecian^ who very much refembled 
him, asked the young Man if his Mother had 
not been at Rome : No, Sir, anfwer'd the Gre~ 
cian but my Father has. 

104. Catoxht Cenfor being ask'd, how it 
came to pafs, that he had no Statue ere^ed 
for him, who had fo well defcrved of the 
Common-Wealth ? I had rather, laid he, have 
this Queftion asked, than loby I had me. 



105. A. 
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loj. A Lady coming into a Room haftily, 
with her Mantua^ brufh'd down a Cremona 
Fiddle, that lay on a Chair, and broke it, up- 
on which a Genileman that was prefcnt burft 
into this Exclamation from Virgil : 

Mantua vce mijera nimtum Vicina Cremona, 

Ah mijirable Mantua too mar a Neighbour to 
Cremona. 

106. A devout Gentleman, being very carn- 
cft in his Prayers, in the Church, it happened 
that a Pick-Pocket being near him, ftoleaway 
his fVaich, who having ended his Prayers, mift 
it, and complained to his Friend, that his 
$Va£ch was lofl, while he was at Prayers; to 
which his Friend rcply'd, Had you ixatch'd as 
ivell as pray' d^ your Watch had been Jecure^ add- 
ing thefe following Lints. 

He that a IVatch 'mill wear, this muji he do. 
Pocket hii Waicbf and -watcb bis Pocket too. 

107. George Ch n, who was always ac- 
counted a very blunt Speaker, asking a young 
Lady one Day, what it was o'Clock, and flie 
telling him her Watch Jiood^ I don*t wonder 
at that. Madam, faid he, when it is fo near 
your . 

108. A modcft Gentlewoman being com- 
pelled by her Mother to accufc her Husband 
of Defcfit, and being in the Court, fhc hum- 
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bly defiredofthe Judg^, that fhe might write 
her Mind, and not be obliged to fpeak it, 
for Modcfty's fake ; the Jud^e gave her that 
Liberty, and a Clerk was immediately com- 
manded to give her Pen, Ink, and Paper, where- 
upon /he took the pen without dipping it in- 
to the Ink, and made as if fhe would write j 
fays the Clerk to her. Madam, there is no Ink 
in your Pen. Truly, Sir^ fays Hie, ihai's jufi 
my Ca/e, and therefore I need not explain my- 
feif any further. 

109. A Lieutenant Colonel to one of the 
Irijh Regiments, in the Frevch Service, being 
difpatched by theDukeof ^^rtyrc^f, from Fort 
Kebiy to the King of France, with a Com- 
plaint, relating to ibmc Irregularities, that had 
happened in the Regiment; hlsMajef^y, with 
fome Emotion of Mind, told him, That the 
Iriih Troops gave bim mere XJneaJineJs than all 
his Fcrcei befides. sifj (fays the Officer) all 
your Majeliy's Enemies make the fame Com' 
plaint. 

110. Mr. G—-n, the Surgeon being lent for 
to a Gentleman, who had juft received a flight 
Wound in a Rencounter, gave Orders to his 
Servant to go Home with all hafte LmaginabEe, 
and fetch a certain Plaifter ; the Patient turn- 
ing a little Pale, Lord, Sir, faid he, / &opr 
there ii tw Danger, 7>r, indeed is there, an- 
fwercd the Surgeon, /or if the Fellow dcn J Jit 
up a good pair of Heels, the Wound will heal 
before he returns. 



III. Not 
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lit. Not many Years ago, a certain Tem- 
poral peer, having in a moft pathetick and els.- 
borate Speech, cxpofed the Vices and Irregu- 
larities of the Clergy, and vindicated the Gen- 
tlemen of th? Army from fome Imputations 
unjuftly laid upon them : A Prelate, irritated 
at the Nature, as well as the Length of the 
Speech, deftrfd to knim "when the NcbU Lcrd 
would leave ajf preaching. The other anfwer'd, 
T^if very Day he ivai made a Bifhsp, 

112. It chanc'd that a Merchant Ship was 
fo violently toflcd in a Storm at Sea that all 
dcfpairing of Safety, betook themfelves to 
Prayer, faving one Mariner, who was ever wifli- 
Ing to fee two ^tars : Oh 1 faid he^ that I 
could but fee two Stars, or but one of the Two, 
and of thefe Words he made fo frequent Re- 
petition, that, difturbing the Meditations of 
the reft, at length one asked him, what two 
Stars, or what one Star he meant ? To v.'hom 
he reply'd, 0/ that I could but fee the Star in 
Cheapfide, or the Star in Coleman-ftrcet, / care 
not which. 

113, A Country Fellow fubpcena'd for a 
Witneis upon a Trial on an Action of Defama- 
tion, he being fworn, the Judge bad him re- 
peat the very fame Words he had heard fpokcn ; 
the Fellow was loath to fpcak, but -humm'd 
and haw'd for a good Space, but being urged 
by the Judge, he at laft fpoke, My Lord, laid 
he, Tou are a Cuckold: The Judge feeing tiie 
People begin to laugh, called to him, and bad 

D hin\ 
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him (peak to the yury^ (here mere fwehe of 
them. 

114. A Courtier, who was a Confident of the 
Amours of Henry IV. of Franccy obtained a 
Grant from the King, for the Dlfpatch where- 
of he applyed himfclf to the Lord High Chan- 
cellor : Who finding fomc Obllacle in it, the 
Courtier flill infifted upon it, and would not 
allow of any Impediment. §lue chncun fi mile 
dt fin Metier^ ialtl the Chancellor to him j that 
is, Let every one meddU •with his own Bujimfs. 
The Courtier imagining he reflecftcd upon hioi 
for his pimping ; my Empioyment, faid he, is 
fucb, that, if the King were tieenty Tears younger- 
I 'mould not exchange it for three of yours. 

I ijj A Gentlewoman, who thought her 
Servants always cheated her, when they went 
to Billin^ate to buy Fifh^ was refolvcd to go 
thither one Day herfelf, and asking the Price 
of fome Fifh, which fhe thought too dear, (he 
bid the Fifh-Wife about half what fhe asked i 
Lord, Madam, faid the Woman, I muft have 
ftole it to fell it at that Price, but you fhall have it 
if you will tell mc what you do to make your 
Hands look fo white; Nothing, good Woman, 
anfwered the Gentlewoman, but wear Dog-Skin. 
Gloves: D—mn you for a lying Bitch, reply'd 
the other, my Husband has wore Dog-Skin 
Breeches thefc ten Years, and his A— fe is as 
brown as a Nutmeg. 

ri6. Dr. Heylin, a noted Author, efpecially 
for his Cofmography^ happened to lofe his Way 
going to Oxfordy in ihe Foreft of Whichwood : 

Being 



Joe Miller's JE SI'S. 35 

Being then attended by one of his Brother's 
Men, the Man carncfliy intreated him to lead 
the Way j but the Dodor telling him he did 
not lino w it ; Haw! ^id the Fellow, that's 'oe- 
ryjlrange that you, iMibo have made a Book of 
the lehole ff^orld, cannot Jind the Way out of this 
Utile Wood. 

1 17. Monfieur Vaugelas having obtained a 
Penfion from the French King, by the Intereft 
of Cardinal RichlieUj the Cardinal told him, 
he hoped he would not forget the Word Pen- 
Jhn in his Dictionary. No, my Lord, laid yauge- 
las, nor the Word Gratitude. 

ti8. A melting Sermon being preached in 
a Country Church, all fell a weeping but one 
Man, who being asked, why he did not weep 
with the reft ? O ! fa id he, I belong to another 
Parifh, 

119. A Gentlewonnan growing bjg with 
Child, who had two Gallants, one of them 
with a wooden Leg, the Queflion was put, 
which of the two ihould father the Child. He 
who had the wooden Leg offer'd to decide 
it thus. If the Child, (aid he, comes into the 
World with a 'wooden Leg, I wilt father it, if 
not, it mufi he yours. 

120. A Gentleman whohad beenoutafboot- 
ing brought home a fmall Bird with him, and 
having an Irijh Servant, he ask'd him, if he 
had (hot that little Bird, yes, he told him ; Ar- 
rah! by my Shoul, Honey, reply'd the IriJh 
Man, it was not worth Powder and Shot, 

' D 2 for 
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for thi^ little Thing would have died in the 
Fall. 

121. The fame Irtpman being at a Tavern 
where the Cook was dreffing feme Cafp^ he 
obicrvcd that fornc of the Fifh moved after 
they were gutted and put in the Pan, which 
very much furprizingTeague, well, now, faith, 
Jaid he, cf all the Cbrijiian Creatures that ever 
X fiw, this fame Carp mil live the longejl after 
it is dead. 

132, A GentlcmaQ happening to turn up 
againft an Houfc to make Water, did not fee 
two young Ladies looking out of a Window 
clofc by him, 'till he heard them giggling, 
then looking towards them, he asked, what 
made them fo merry ? O 1 Lord, Sir, faid one 
of them, a very Utile 'Thing will make us 
laugh. 

123. A Gentleman hearing a Parfon preach 
upon the Story of the Children being devour- 
ed by the two She Bears, who reviled the old 
Man, aiid not much liking his Sermon ; fomc 
Time after feeing ihe fame Parfon come into 
the Pulpit to preach at another Church ; O 
ho ! faid he, fVhat are you here with your Bears 
agaiii. 

124. A young Fellow riding down a ileep 
Hill, and doubting that the Foot of it was 
boggilh, call'd out to a Clown that was ditch- 
ing, and ask'd him, if it was hard at the Bot- 
tom : Ay, ayj anfwered the Countryman, it's 
hard enough at the Bottom I'll warrant you: 
But in half a Dozen Steps the Horfe funk up 

to 



Joe Miller's JESl'S. 37 

to the Saddle Skirts, which made the young 
Gallant whip) fpur» curfe and fwcar, why 
thou Whorefon Rafcal, faid he, to the Ditch- 
er, did'ft thou not tell me it was hard at Bot- 
tom ? yiy, reply'd the other, 6ut you art jtot 
half Way to the Bottom yet. 

1 25. It was faid of one who remembered 
every Thing that he lent, but quite forgot what 
he borrowed, 'I'hat he had kjt half his Me- 
mory. 

126. One fpeakitig of Titus Oats, faid, he 
was a Villain in Grain, and deierved to be 
well threjhed. 

I2.y. It was laid of Henry, Duke of Guije, 
that he was the greateft Ufurer in ail France, 
for he had turned all his Eftate Into 0- 
bligations, meaning, he had fold and mortgaged 
his Patrimony, to make Prefents to other 
Men. 

128. An Englijbman and a iVelchman dif- 
puting in whole Country was the bed Living, 
&id the Welckman, there is fuch noble House- 
keeping in WaleSj that I have known above a 
Dozen Cooks employ'd at one Wedding Din- 
ner i Ay, anfwered the Englijhman, that was 
becaufe every Man toafted his own Cheefe. 

tag. The late Sir Godfrey Kneller/ h&daU 
ways a very great Contempt, ] will not pretend 
to iay how juftly, for J — -s the Painter, and 
being one Day about twenty Miles from Lon^ 
don, one of his Servants told him at Dinner, 
that there was Mr. J s come that Day in- 
to the fame Town with a Coach and four : 
D 3 Ay, 
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Ay, faid Sir Godfrey, but if his Horfes draw 
no better than himfelf, they'll never carry him 
to Town again. 

130. Some Women fpeaking of the Pains 
of Childbirth, for my Partj faid one of them, 
it is Icfs Trouble to me, than to fwallow a 
Poach'd Egg : Then furc, Madam, anfwcr'd 
another, your I'broat is very narrow. 

131. A Gentleman asked Nanny Rochford^ 
why the Whigs, in their Mourning for Queen 
Anne., all wore Silk Stockings : Becaufe, faid 
fhe, the Tories wsre worjied. 

132. A Counfcllor pleading at the Bar with 
Spectacles on, who was blind with one Eye, 
iaid, he would produce nothing but what was 
ad Rem, then (aid one of the adverfc Party, 
Tou mufi take out one Gla/s of your SpeBacUs„ 
^hicb I emfure is of no UJe. 

133. The famous 'Tom ^hynn, who was re- 
markable for his good Houfekeeping and Hof- 
pitality, ftanding one Day at his Gate in the 
Country, a Beggar coming up to him, cry'd, 
he bcgg'd his Worfhip would give him a Mugg 
of his Small Beer : Why how now, faid he, 
what Times are thcfs ! when Beggars mufi he 
Choofers. I fay, bring this Fellow a Mugg of 
Strong Beer. 

134. It was faid of a Pcrfon, who always" 
eat at other Peoples tables, and was a great 
Railer, that he never opened Jsis Mouth but 
to fomc Body's Coft. 

1 3 J. ^o^c Sixtus ^intus, who was a poor 
Man's Son, and his Father's Houfe ill thatch- 
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cd, fo that the Sun came in at many Places 
of it, would himrdf make a Jeft of his Birth, 
and fay, that he was, Nato di Cafa Uluftre, 
<5bn of an illttjlrious Houfe. 

136. Diogenes begging, as was the Cuftorn 
among many PhUofophers, asked a prodigal 
Man for more than any one elfe : Whereup- 
on one faid to him, Ijieymr Bujineji\ that 
when you Jind a liberal Mirid^ ydu will take 
mojl of him : Mo, faid Diogenes, but I mean 
fo beg of the refi again. 

J 37. Dr. Sewel, and two or three Gentle- 
men, walking towards Hampjtead on a Sum- 
mer's Day, were met by the famous Daniel 
Furcel, who was very importunate with them 
to know upon what Account they were going 
there J the Doflor merrily anfwcring him, to 
make Hay ; Very well, reply'd the other, you'll 
be there at a very convenient Seafon, the Coun- 
try wants Rakes. 

138. A Gentleman fpeaking of his Servant, 
faid, I believe I command mare than any Man, 
fsr before my Servant •will obey me in one Thing, 
I muji command him ten Times over. 

139. A poor Fellow that was carrying to 
Execution had a Reprieve juft as he came to 
the Gallows, and was carried back by a Sheriff's 
Officer, who told him, he was a happy Fellow, 
and asked him, if he knew nothing of the 
Reprieve before-hand; no, reply'd the Fellow, 
nor thought any more of it, than I did of my 
Dying-Day^ 

D 4 140. A 
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140. A Spcnijh Lady reading, In a French 
Romance, a long Conversation betwixt two 
Lovers ; What a ileal of Wit, faid (he, is here 
thrown away-, it ben twa Lovers are g^i tifge- 
ther^ and no Body by ? 

14J. A Countryman adniiring the ftatcly 
Fabrick. of St. Paul's, asked, lebether it was 
made in England, or brought from beyond Sea ? 

142. Fabricius the Roman Conful, £hew'd 
a great Noblenefs of Mind, when the Phy- 
fician of King fyrrhm made him a Propofal 
to poifon his Mafter, by fending the Phyfi- 
cian back to Pyrrhus, with thefe "Words; 
Learn^ O King ! to make a better Choice of 
thy Friends and of thy Foes. 

143. A Lady, who had generally a pretty 
many Intrigues upon her Hands, not liking 
her Brother's extravagant Paffion for Play, 
asked him, when he defigned to leave off 
Gaming ; when you ceaie Loving, faid he ; 
then reply'd the Lady, you are like to continue 
a Gamejler as long as you live. 

144. A Soldier was bragging before 'Julim 
Cafflr, of the Wounds he had received in his 
Face J Cafar, knowing him to be a Coward, 
told him, he had befl take heed, the next 
Time he ran away, btrw be loolCd hack. 

14^. The Irojanf fending Ambaffadors to 
condole with 'Tiberius upon the Death of his 
Father-in-Law Augujfus, it was fo long after, 
that the Emperor hardly thought It a Com- 
pliinenc, but told them he was likewife forry 

tbaf 
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that they had loji fo valiant a Knight as Hec- 
tor, who wasftain above a thoufand Years before. 

146. Cato Major ufed to iay, iTiat wife Men 
learned more from Fools, than Fools /rem wife 
Men. 

147. A Braggadocbio chancing, upon an 
Occafion, to run away full Speed, was asked 
by one, what was become of that Courage he 
ufed fo much to talk of, it is got, faid he, 
all into my Heels. 

148. Somebody asked my Lord Bacon whzt 
he thought of Poets, why, faid he, I think 
them the very beft Writers next to thofe who 
write in Profe. 

149. A Profligate young Nobleman, being 
in Company with (bme fober People, defired 
leave to toaft the Devil ; the Gentleman who 
iat next him, faid, he had no Objcftlon to 
any of his Lordfhip's Friends. 

J 50. A ScDtfman was very angry with an 
Englijh Gentleman, who, he &id, had abufed 
him, and called \\\m.falfe Scot ; Indeed, laid 
the EngHJhmaTt, I faid no fuch Thing, but 
that you were a. true Scot. 

151. The late Commiffary-General G--ley, 
who once kept aGlaisShop, having General 
P__^c — k's Regiment under a Mufter, made 
great Complaints of the Men's Appearance, 
&c, and faid, that the Regiment ought to be 
broke -• Tten Sir, faid the Colonel, perhizpsyou 
think a Regiment is aifoon brake as a Looking- 
Glafs. 

^52. C-//, 
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152. C — U, the Bookfeilcr, being under 
Examination, at the Bar of the Houfe of 
Lords, for pubhfhing the Pofthumous Works 
of the late Duke of Buckingham, without 
Leave of the Family, told their Lordfliips in 
his Defence, TTrat if the Duke leas living, be 
•was furs he would readily fardm the Of' 
fence. 

153. A Gentleman faid of a young Wench, 
who conftantly ply'd about the 'Temple, that 
if fhe had as much Law in her Head, as {he 
had had in her TaiV, ihe would be one of the 
ableft Counjei m England. 

154. y — ck B — s, the' Painter, 
nifh'd a very good Pidture of Figg 
Fighter, who had been famous for getting 
the better of fevcral Irijhmen of the fame Pro- 

feilion, the Piece was fhcwn to old J n, the 

Player, who was told at the fame Time, that 
Mr. E — J defigned to have a Mezzo-tlnto 
Print taken from it, but wanted a Motto to 
be put under it : Then faid old J — n, I'll give 
you one : A Figg fir the Irijb. 

155. Some Gentlemen going tnto a noted 
Bawdy-Houfe Tavern at Cbaring-Crofs, found 
great Fault with the Wine, and fending for 
the Mafler of the Houfe, told him, it was 
fad Stuff, and very weak: It maybe fo, faid 
he, for my Trade don't depend upon the 
Strength of my ff^ine^ but on that of my I'a- 
bles and Chairs. 

156. A Gentleman coming to an Inn in 
Smitbfeldi and feeing the Hoftlcr expert and 

tradable 
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Iradtablc about the Horfcs, asked, how long 
he had lived there ? And ^bat Countryman he 
Wffs ? I'Je Terkjhire, faid the Fellow, an ha* 
lived Sixteen Tears here, 1 wonder reply'd 
ihe Gentleman, that in fo long a Time, fo 
clever a Fellow as you fcem to be, have not 
come to be Matter of the Inn yourielf. Ay, 
faid the Hoftler, But Maijiers Terkjbire too. 

157. The late Colonel Chartres, refleiSiing 
on his ill Life and Chara(!^er, told a certain. 
Nobleman, that if fuch a Thing as a good 
Name was to be purchafed, he would freely 
give 10,000 Pounds for one; the Nobleman 
laid, it would certainly he the worji Money he 
ever laid out in his Life. Why fo, faid the 
honcft Colonel, iecaufe, anfwered my Lord, 
you would forfeit it a^ain in lefs than a Week. 

158. A feedy [poor] half-pay Captain, who 
was much given to blabbling every thing he 
heard, was told, there was but one Secret in 
the World he could keep, and that v/3.swhere 
he lodged. 

159. Jack M — n, going one Day into the 
Apartments at St. James's, found a Lady of 
his Acquaintance fitting in ont of the Win- 
dows, who very courteoufly asked him, to fit 
down by her, telling him there was a Place, 
No, Madam, (aid he, / don't come Co Court for 
a Place, 

]f the gentle Reader (hould have a Dcfire 
to repeat this Story, let him not make the 
laine Blunder that a certain Englijh-Irijk fooUJh 

Lord 
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Lord did, who made the Lady ask Jack to 
fit dowji b)' her, telling him there was room. 

i5o. A certain Lady of Quality fending her 
Irijh Footman to fetch Home a Paii of new 
Stays, ftric^ly charged him to takes Coach if 
it rained for fear of wetting them ; But a great 
Shower of Rain falling, the Fellow returned 
with the Stays dropping wet, and being fcvcrc- 
ly reprinianded for not doing as. he was order- 
ed, he iaid, he had obey'd his Orders; how 
then, anfwered the Lady, could the Stays be 
wet. If you tooJc them Into the Coach with 
yuu ? Nff, replyed boncH: Teague, I knew my 
Phce httUr^ I did mt go inta the Coachy hut 
rode behind as J always ufed to do. 

i6i. I'om fi-'arner, the late Pablifher of 
News Papers and Pamphlets, being very near 
his End, a Gentlewoman in the Neighbour- 
hood fending her Maid to enquire how he 
did, he bad the Girl tetl her Miftrefs, that he 
hoped he was going tathe New-jerufalem ; Ahy 
dear Sir^ faid fhe, / dare fay the Air of IC- 
Hngton would do you mo-re good. 

ibz. A Perfon faid the Scotch were certain- 
ly the beft trained up for Soldiers of any 
People in the World, [for they began to han- 
dle their Arms almoft as foon as they were 
born. 

163. A Woman once proiccuted a Gentle- 
man for a Rape: Upon the Trial, the Judge 
asked if fhe made any Rcfiftance» I cry' d out, 
an pleafeyou, my Lord, faid (he: Ay^ faid one 

of 
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of the Witnefles, iut that isas Nine Months 
after. 

164. A young Lady who had been married 
but a ihort Time, feeing her Husband going 
to rife pretty early in the Morning, faid, H'kat^ 
my Dear, are you getting up already ? Pray 
He a little longer and reft yourfelf. No, my 
Dear, reply'd the Husband, I'll get up and reji 
myfilf. 

16;. The Deputies of ^chef, attending to 
fpeak with Henry the Fourth of France, met 
with a Phyfician who had renounced the Pro- 
leftant Religiont and cmbrac'd the PopiQi Com- 
munion, whom they began to revile moft gfie- 
voufly. The King hearing of it, told the De- 
puiiics, he advis'd them to change their Reli- 
gion, for it is a dangerous Symptom^ fays he, 
that your Religion is not long-Uv'd, njvhen a 
Phyfician has given it over, 

166. Two Oxford Scholars meeting on the 
Road with a Torkjhire Oftler, they fell to ban- 
tering the Fellow, and told him, they could 
prove him a Horfe, an Afs, and I know not 
what i and I, {aid the Oftler, can prove your 
Saddle to be a Mule: A Mule I cried one of 
them, how can that be? becaufe, faid the 
Ofller, it is fomeching between a Horfe and an 
Afs, 

£67. A Frenchman travelling between Do- 
ver and London, came into an Inn to lodge, 
where the Hoft perceiving him a clofe-fifted 
Cur, having called for nothing but a Pint of 
Beer and a Pennyworth of Bread to eat with 

a Sal- 
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a Sallad he had gathered by the Way, rcfolved 
to fit him for it, therefore feemingly paid him 
an extraordinary Refpe£t, laid him a clean 
Cloth for Supper, and compUmcnted him with 
the heft Bed in the Houfi:. In the Morning 
he fet a. good Sallad before him, with Cold 
Meat, Butter, &€. which provok'd the Mon- 
lieur to the Generofity of calling for half a Pint 
of Wine ; then coming to pay, the Hoft gave 
him a Bill, which, for the heft Bed, Wine, 
Sallad, and other Appurtenances, he had en- 
hanc'd to the Value of twenty Shillings, yer- 
nie, iays the Frenchman, Twenty Shillings ! 
Vat^you meant But all his fpluttering was in 
vain J for the Hoft with a great deal of Ta- 
verji-Elocution, made him fenfibe that nothing 
could be 'baled. The Moitfieur therefore fee- 
ing no Remedy but Patience, feem'd to pay 
it chearfully. After which he told the Hoft, 
that his Houfe being extremely troubled with 
Rats, he could give him a Receipt to drive 
'em away, fo as they fhouid never return again. 
The Hofl being very defirous to be rid of 
thofe troublefomeOuefts, who were every Day 
doing htm one Mifchief or other, at length 
concluded to give Monfieur twenty Shillings 
for a Receipt j which dcine, Beggar, fays the 
Monfieur, you make a de Rat cne fuch Bill as 
you make me^ avd if ever dey trouble your Hcufe 
agaifi, ms iviU be hartg. 

i68. A young Gentleman playing at Quef- 
lions and Commands with fome very pretty 
young Ladica, was commanded to take off a 

Garter 



Joe Miller's y E S'TS. 47 

Garter from one of them ; but fhc, as foon as 
he had laid hold of her Petticoats, rati away 
into ihe next Room, where was a Bed, now, 
Madam, faid he, I bar fqueaking, Bar the 
Door, you Fool, cry'd (he. 

169. A Wejiminjler Juftlce taking Coach in 
the City, and being fet down at Young Man% 
CoiFec-houfe, Charing-Crofi^ the Driver de- 
manded Eighteen- Pence as his Fare i the Juf- 
tice asked him, if he would fwear that the 
Ground came to the Money ; the Man laid, 
he would take his Oath on't. The Juftice 
rcplycd, Friend, 1 am a Magijlra(e, and pull- 
ing a Book out of his Pocket, admlniAcr'd the 
Oath, and then gave ihcVcWow Six-fence^ fay- 
ing, he mujl referve the Shilling to himfelf for 
the Affidavit. 

170. A Countryman pafling along the Strand 
faw a Coach overturn'd, and asking what the 
Matter was? He was told, that three or four 
Members of Parliament were overturned In 
that Coach : Oh, fays he, there let (hem He, 
my Father al'wayi advis'd mc not to meddU 
with State Affairs, 

171. One faying that Mr. Dennis was an 
excellent Critick, was anfwered, that indeed 
his Writings were much to be valued; for 
that by his Criticifm he taught Men how to 
write well, and by his Poetry, fhcw'd 'em 
what it was to write ill ; fo that the World 
was fure to edify by him. 

172. One going to fee a Friend who had 
lain a confiderable Time in the Marjhalfea 

._ . Priion, 
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Prifon, in a ftarving Condition, was periiiading 
him, rather than lie there in that miierable 
Cafe, to go to Sea ; which not agreeing with 
his high Spirit, I thank ym for ysur Advice, 
replies the Prifoner, kut if I go to Ssa, I'm 
rejoivd it Jhall be upon good Ground. 

173. A Drunken Fellow carrying his Wife's 
Bible to pawn for a (partem of Gin, to an 
Alehoiife, the Man of the Houfe refufed to 
take it. What a Pox, faid the Fellow, will 
neither my Word, nor the Word of G— d 
pafs ? 

174. A certain Juftice of Peace, not far 
from CUrkenwell, in the firft Year of King 
Ge&rgg I. when his Clerk was reading a Mit- 
timus to him, coming to Anno Domini iji^, 
cry'd out, with fomc warmth, and -why not 
Gcorgeo Domini^ fure^ Sir^ you forget yourfelf 

firangely. 

175. A certain Noblem— , a Cour r, in 

the Beginning of the late Reign, coming out 
of the H— -fe of L — ds, accofts the Duke of 

B ham^ with, How does your Pot boil, my 

Lord, fhefe troublefome 'Times ? To which his 
Grace replied, I never go into my Kitchen, but 
I dare fay the Scum is uppermojl. 

lyb. A little daftardlv half-witted 'Squire, 
being once furpriz'd by his Rival in his Mif- 
trefs's Chamber, of whom he was terribly a- 
fraid, defir'd for God's Sake to be conceal'd j 
but there being no Clofec or Bed in the Room, 
nor indeed any Place proper to hold him, but 
an India. Chcfl the Lady put her Cloathes in, 

they 
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they lack'd him in there. His Man being in 
the fame Danger with himfelf, faid, rather than 
fail, he cou'd creep under the Maid's Petti- 
coats : Ob, youftliy Dog, fays his Mafter, ibat's 
the commoneji Place in the Houfe. 

lyy. The Lord N—th and G—y^ being 
once at an AiTembly at the 7'heatre-Royal in 
the Hny-Market, was plcas'd to tetl Mr. 
}i — ti — .0^ — r, be wou'd make him a Prefent 
of 1 00 /T if he could produce an uglier Face 
in the whole Kingdom than his^ the laid 
H^—d—gg — r's, within a Year and a Day ; 
Mv.H^d-gg-r went inftantly and fetch'd a Look- 
ing-Glafs, and preicnted it to his Lordfliip, 
faying, He did not doubt but bis Lordjhip had 
Honour enough to keep hJs Promije. 

J78, A young Fellow praiflng his Miftrefs 
before a very amorous Acquaintance of his, 
after having run thro' moft of her Charms, he 
came at Length to her Majeftick Gate, fine 
Air, and delicate {lender Waifl : Hold, (ays 
his Friend, go no lower, if you love me j but 
by your Leave, fays the other, / hope io go 
lower if jhe loTies me. 

179. A Perfon who had an unmeafiirable 
Stomach, coming to a Cook's Shop to dine, 
feid, it was not his Way to hive his Meat 
cut, but to pay Sd. for his Ordinary; which 
the Cook feem'd ,to think rcafonable enough, 
and fo fet a Shoulder of Mutton before 
him, of half a Crown Price, to cut where 
.he pleas'd ; with which he fo play'd the Cor- 
morant, that he devour'd all but the Bones, 

E ' paid 
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paid his Ordinary^ and troop'd off. The next 
Time he camCj the Cook carting a Sheep's 
Eye at him, delired him to agree for his Vic- 
tuals, for he'd have no more Ordinaries. Why, 
a Pox on you, (ays he, Fm Jure I paid you 
an Ordinary Price. 

1 80. The extravagant Duke of Bucking- 
ham, \yillars\ once (aid in a melancholy Hu- 
mour, he was afraid he (hould die a Beggar, 
which was the moft terrible Thing in the 
World; upon which a Friend of his Grace's 
replyed, No, my Lord, there is a more ter- 
rible Thing than that, and which you have 
Reafon to fear> and that is, that you^ II live a 
Beggar. 

18 r. The fame Duke another Time was 
making his Complaint to Sir John Cutkr^ 
a rich Mifer^ of the Diforder of his Affairs^ 
and asked him, what he {hould do to pre- 
vent the Ruin of his Eftate ? Live as I do, 
my Lord^ faid Sir yohn : Thai I can do, an- 
fwered the Duke, nvben I am ruined. 

182. At another Time, a Perfon who had 
long been a Dependant on his Grace, begged 
his Intereft for him at Court, and to prefs 
the Thing more home upon the Duke, laid, 
He had no Body to depend on hut God and his 
Grace ; then, fays the Duke, you are in a mi- 

frrabU Way^ for you could not have pitcb'd upon 
any two Perjbns itbo have lejs Intereji at 
Court, 

183. The old Lord Strangford taking a Bot- 
tle with the Parfon of the Fariih, was com- 
mending 
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mending his own Wine : Herr, DoBor^ fays 
he, I can fend a Couple of Ho— Ho— Ho— Hounds 
to France (for his Lord{hip had fan Impe- 
diment in his Speech) and have a Ho— Ho — 
Ho—Hsg/head of this m—m—fVi—Wine 
for 'em -, What do you fay to that, DoHor ? 
Why^ I fay, your Lordfhip has your fVine Dog- 
cheap. 

184. The famous Jack Ogle of facetious 
Memory, having borrow'd on Note live Pounds, 
and faiUng the Payment, the Gentleman who 
had lent it, indifcreetly took Occafion to talk, 
of it in the FubUckCoffee-houfe, which oblig'd 
Jack to take Notice of it, fo that it came 
to 3 ChalJenge. Being got into the Field, the 
Gentleman a little tender in Point of Cou- 
ragCj offer'd him the Note to make the 
Matter up ; to which our Hero confented rea- 
dily, and had the Note delivered : But now, 
faid the Gentleman^ If we /hould return with- 
out fighting, our Companions tJoiU laugh at us; 
therefore let's give one another a fight Scar, and 
fay tee wounded one another ; leith ali my Hearty 
fays Jack ; Come I'll wound you firji ; fo draw- 
ing his Sword, he whipt it thro' the flcihy 
Part of his Antagonift's Arm, 'till he brought 
the very Tears in his Eyes. This being done, 
and the Wound ty'd up with a Hand- 
kerchief; Come^ fays the Gentleman, nowwhere 
Jhall I 'Wound you ? Jack putting himfelf in 
a fighting Poflure, cried, Where you can, B — d 
Sir-, Welly well, fays the other, / can fwear 
- E 2 I re^ 
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I received this Wound of you, and fo march'd 
off contentedly. 

185. A Traveller at an Inn once on a very 
cold Nighc, ftood ib near the Fire that he 
burnt his Boots : An arch Rogue that fat in. 
the Chimney-Co rncr, cali'd out to him, Si'r^ 
you'll burn your Spurs prsfenih : My Boots 
you mean, Ifuppofe : No, Sir, ikys he, they are 
burnt already. 

. 186. In Eighty-Eight, when Queen Eliza- 
beth went from Temple-Bar along Fleet-flreet, 
on fome ProceiTion, the Lawyers were rang'd 
on one Side of the Wayj and the Citizens on 
the other ; (ays the Lord Bacon^ then a Stu- 
dent, to a Lawyer, that flood next him. Do 
but cif/erve the Courtiers ; if i bey how jirfi to 
the Citizens, they are in Debt j if to uSy they 
are in Law. 

187. Some Gentlemen having a Hare for 
Supper at the Tavern, the Cook, inftead of a 
Pudding, had cramm'd theBelty full o^ 'Thyme, 
but had not above half roafted the Hare, the 
Legs being almoft rawj which one of the 
Company obfcrving, faid. There was too much 
'Thyme, or Time^ in the Belly, and too Uttle in 
the Legs. 

188. Two CountrymeHj who had never feen 
a Play in their Lives, nor had any Notion of 
it, went to the Theatre in t>rury-Lane, when 
they, placed them felves fnug in the Corner of 
the Middle-Gallery ; the firft Mufick play'd, 
which they Uk'd well enough ; then the Se- 
cond, and the Third to their great Satisfaflion : 
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At length the Curtain drew up, and three or 
four Aftors cnter'd Co begin the Play i upon 
which one of them cry'd to the other. Come, 
Hodge, lei's be going, ma'bapi the Gentlemen are 
talking about Bujinefs. 

189. A Countrymart fowinghis Ground, two 
imart Fellows riding that Way, called to him 
with an infolent Air : Well, bomji Fellow, fays 
one of them, VrV your Bujinefs tojowy but loe 
reap the Fruits of your Labour j to which the 
plain Countryman reply'd, ''tis very likely you 
may, truly^ for I amfcxvlng Hemp. 

190. Two infcparable Comrades^ who rode 
in the Guards in Flanders, had every Thing 
in common between them. One of chcm be- 
ing a very extravagant Fellow, and unfit to 
be trufted with Money, the other was always 
Purlc-bearer, which yet he gained little by, for 
the former would at Night frequently pick, 
his Pocket to the laft Stiver -, to prevent which, 
he bethought himfclf of a Stratagem, and com- 
ing among his Companions the next Day, he 
told them, he had bit bis Comrade. Ay, bow? 
fays they. Why, fays he, / hid my Money in 
bis onjn Pocket lajl Nighty and I masfure he 
would never took for it there. 

191. The famous Sir George Rook, when he 
was a Captain of Marines, quarter'dat a Vil- 
lage where he buried a pretty many of his Men : 
At length the Parfon refus'd to perform the 
Ceremony of their Interrment any more, unlcfs 
he was paid for it, which being told Captain 
RooA,ht orderedSixMcn ofhis^Company to car- 

E 3 ' ry 
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ry the Corpfe of the Soldier, then dead, and 
lay him upon the Parfon's HalUTabte. This 
fo etnbarrafs'd the Parfon, that he fcnt the 
Captain Word, Jf he'd fetch the Man away^ 
bed bury him arid his whole Company for no- 
thing. 

192. A reverend and charitable Divine, for 
the Benefit of the Country where he refided, 
caufed a large Caufeway to be begun : As he 
was one Day overlooking the Work, a certain 
Nobleman Came by^ Weil, Do-flor, fays he, 

for ail your great Pains and Charity, I don't 
take this to be the Highway to Heaven : Very 
true^ my Lord^ replied the Doflor, for if it 
had, I Jhau'd have wondered to have met your 
Lordjhip here. 

193. Two Jefuits having pack'd together 
an innumerable Parcel of miraculous Lies, a 
Perfon who heard them, without taking upon 
him to contfad!<3 them, told 'em one of his 
own : That at St. Albans, there was a Stone 
Ciftern, in which Water was always preferv'd 
for the Ufe of that Saint ; and that ever fince, 
if a Swine fliou'd cat out of it, he wou'd in- 
ftantly die: The Jefuics., hugging themfelves 
at the Story, fet out the next Day to St. ^Z- 
han% where they found themfelves miferably 
deceived : On their Return, they upbraided the 
Perfon with idling them fo monftrous a Sto- 
ry; Look ye there nowy faid he, you told me a 
hundred Lies t'other Nighty and I bad more 
Breeding than to contradi£i you, I told you hut 

' ' ' ' one J 
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one^ and you have rid twenty Mtks to confute 
me, ijobick is very uncivil. 

194. A Welcbman and 'an EngUJhman va- 
pouring one Day at the Fruitfliinefs of their 
Countries i ih^ EngliJhmaTi fald, there was a 
Clofe near the Town where he was born, which 
was fo fertile, that if a Kiboo wa$ thrown in 
over Night, it would be fo cover'd with Grafs, 
that 'twould be difficult to find it the next 
Day ; Sptut, fays the Wekhman^ what's that ? 
"There's a Ckje 'where huvwa^ horn^'where youmay 
put your Horfs in over Night, and net be able to 
find him next Miming. 

195. A Country Fellow in King Charles 
the lid's. Time, felling his Load of Hay in the 
Haymarket, two Gentlemen who came out 
of the Blue-Pojls^ were talking of Affairs ; one 
feid, that Things did not go right, the King 
had been at the Houfe and prorogued the Par- 
liament. The Countryman coming Home, was 
ask'd, what News in London ? Odjheart, fays 
he, there's fomething to da there ; the King^ it 
fiemsj has berogued the Farliammt fadly. 

196. A wild young Gentleman having mar- 
ried a very difcreet, virtuous young Lady ; the 
better to reclaim him, fhe caufcd it to be given 
out at his Return, that fhe was. dead, and 
had been buried : In the mean Time, (he 
had fo plac'd herfelf in Difguife, as to be able 
to obferve how he took the News \ and find- 
ing him ftill the fame gay inconflant Man 
he always had been, fhc appear'd to him as the 
Ghofl: of hcrftlf, at which he feemcd not at * 

all 
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all difmay'd : At length dilclofing herfelf to 
him, he then appear'd pretty much furpriz'd ; 
a Perfon by faid, Pl^by, Sir, you [tern more 
afraid now than before ; Ay, replied' he, moji 
Men are mere afraid of a iivtTfg Wife, than 
a dead one, 

197. An under Officer of the Cuftoms at 
the Port of LivsrfG&l, running heedleftly along 
a Ship's Gunnel, happened to tip over-board, 
and was drown'd ; being foon after taken up, 
the CoroneA Jury .was fummoned to fit upon 
the Body. One of the Jury-Men returning 
home, was call'd to by an Alderman of the 
Town, and ask'd what Verdiit they brought 
in, and whether they found it Feb defe : Ay, 
ay^ fays the Jury-Man fhaking his Noddle, 
befell into the Sea^ fun enough. 

198. One lofinga Bag of Money of about 
50/. between Temple-Gate and TempU-Bary 
nx'd a Paper up, offering 10/. Reward to thofe 
who took it up, and fhould return it : Upon 
which the Perfon that had it came and writ 
underneath to the following Effed, Sir, I 
thank yoUy hut you bid me to my Lofs. 

199. Two Brothers coming to be executed 
once for fbrae enormous Crime j the Eldeft; was 
firft turn'd off, without faying one Word : 
The other mounting the Ladder, began to ha- 
rangue the Crowd, whofe Ears were attentive- 
ly open to hear him, expeifling fome Confef- 
fion from him. Good Peqple^ fays he, my Bro- 
ther bangs before my Face, and you fie what 

' a hmeniable SpeiSacle he makes, j in a few Mo- 
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ments I /hail be turned off too, and then ycull 
fie a Pair of Spedacles. 

200. It was an ufual Saying of King Charles 
II, 'that Sailors got their Mcney like iierfes^ and 

J^nt it like AJfes; the following Story isibme- 
whac ait Inflance of it : One Sailor coming 
to ice another on Pay-day, defired to borrow 
twenty Shillings of hinn ; the money 'd Man 
fell to teUing out the Sum in Shillings, but 
a Half-Crown tbrufling its Head in, put him 
outj and he began to tell again, but then an 
impertinent Crown-piece was as officious as It's 
half Brother had been, and again interrupted 
the Tale ; fo that taking up a Handful of Sil- 
ver, he cry'd, HerCy Jack, ^Ive me a Handful 
tehen your Ship's paid, what a Pox- fignifes 
counting it. 

201. A Pcrfon enquiring what became of 
fuch a One? Oh ! dear, fiiys |onc of the Com- 
pany, poor Fellow, he dy'd injohent, and was ' 
buried by the Parifh : L>ied infolvent, crys ano- 
ther, thafs a Lie, for he died in England, I'm 
Jure I 'mas at his Burying, 

202. A humorousCountryman having bought 
a Barn, in Partnerfhip with a Neighbour of 
his, ncgleded to make the leall: Ufe of it, 
wHlft the other had plentifully ftorM his Part 
with Corn and Hay : In a little Time the latter 
came tohim,and confcientiou fly expoftulated with 
him upon laying out his Money fo fruitleisly : 
Pray^ Neighboury iays he, ne'er trouble your 
Head, you may do what ym will with your 
Part of the Barn, but III fit mine o'Pire. 

203. An 
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203. An Irijhman whom King Charles II. 
had fomc Efteem for, being only an Inferior 
Servant of the Houfhold, one Day coming 
into the Ring's Prcfence, his Majefty ast'd 
him how his Wife did, who had jufl before 
been cut for a FIJiuIa in her Backfide. / hum^ 
biy thank ycur Majejiy^ replied Teague, Jhe^s 
like to do 'wetl, but the Surgeon fays^ it will be 
an Eye-Sore as long as Jhe lives. 

204. A young Gentlewoman who had mar- 
ried a very wild Spark, Chat had run through a 
plentiful Fortune, and was reduced to fomc 
Streights, was innocently laying to him one 
Day, My Deer, I want fome Shifts fadly. 

. Shifts, Madam, replies he, D—me^ bow can 
that be, when wi make Jo many every Day f 

205. A Fellow ouce ftanding Jn the Pil- 
lory at Temple-Bar, it occafioned a Stop, fo 
that a Carman with a Load of Cheefes had 
much ado to pafs, and driving juft up to the 
Pillory, he asked what that was that was 
writ over the Perfon's Head : They told him, 
it was a Paper to fignify his Crime, chat he 
ftood for Forgery : Ay, fays he, what is For- 
gery P They anfwered him, that Forgery was 
counterfeiting another's Hand, with Intent to 
cheat People : To which the Carman replied, 
looking up at the Offender, Ah, Pox! this 
comes of your Writing and Reading, you filly 
Dog. 

206. Maftcr fohnny fitting one Summer's 
Evening on the Green with his Mother's 
Chamber-maid, among other little Familiari- 
ties^ 
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ties, as kifling, prefljng her Bubbles and the 
like» took the Liberty unawares to fatisfy him- 
felf whereabouts (he ty'd her Garters, and by 
an unlucky Slip went farther than hefliould have 
done : At which the poor Creature bluftiing, 
cry'd> Bi quiet Mr. John, I'll threw this Stone 
at ycur Head elfe. Ay^ Cbtid, Giys he, andTU 
fing two at your 'Tail if you do. 

207. When the Prince Qt Orange came over. 
Five of the Seven Bifiiops who were ftnt to 
the Tower dcclar'd for his Highnefs, and the 
other Two would not come into Mealiires; 
upon which, Mr. Dry den faid, that the ftven 
Golden Candlcfticks were fent to be effaydin 
the Tower, and Jive of them prov'd PrinceV 
Metal. 

20S. A Dog coming open-mouth'd at a Ser- 
jeant upon a Marchj he run the Spear of his 
Halbert into his Throat and kill'dhim : The 
Owner coming out rav'd extreamly that his 
Dog was kill'd, and ask'd the Serjeant, Why 
he could not as well have Jiruck at him with 
the blunt End of his Halbert ? So I would, fays 
he, if he had run at Tne with his 'Tail. 

209. King Charles the lid. being in Com- 
pany with the Lord Racbefier, and others of 
the Nobility, who had been drinking the beft 
Part of the Night, Killegrew came in j Now, 
iays the King, we fhall hear of our Faults : 
Noj Faith, fays Killegrew, I don't care to trcu- 
hU my Head with that inhich all the Titwn 

210. A 
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2 10. A rich old Mifer finding himfelf very 
ill, lent for a Parfon to adminifter the laft 
Confolation of the Church to him : Whilft 
the Ceremony was performing, old Gripewell 
falls into a Fit; on his Recovery the Doi^or 
offered the Chalice to him ; Indeed, crys he, 
/ cant afford to lend you above t'usenty SbiUinx^ 
upontj I can't upon my Word. 

211. A Perfon who had a chargeable Sto- 
mach, ufed often to a Swage his Hunger at a 
Lady's Table, having one Time or other pro- 
mis'd to help her to a Husband. At length 
he came to her. Now Madam^ fays he, I have 
brought you a Knight, a Man ofWorJbip and 
DigTiity, one that will furnijh out a Table 
•aielJ. Pboo, fays the Lady, your Min^s ever 
running on your Belly ; No, fiiys he, 'tisfome- 
times ninning o yours you fie. 

ziz. One, who had been a very termagant 
Wife, lying .on her Death-bed, defired her 
Husband, That as /be had brought him a For^ 
tune, Jhe might have Liberty to make ber Will, 
for beflowing a Jhi) Legacies to ber Relations : 
No, by G—dj Madam, fays he, Tou had your 
Will all your Life-tlmey and now Til hcoe 
mine. 

213. When the Lord Jefferies^ before he 
was a judge, was pleading at the Bar once, a 
Country Fellow giving Evidence againft his 
Client, pufti'd the Matter very home on the 
Side he fwore of ; Jefferies, after his ufual 
Way, call'd out to the Fellow, Hark you, you 
Fellow in the Leather Doublet ^ "what have you 
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far jweariiig ? To which the Countryman 
fmartly reply'd. Faith, S:r, if you have no 
more fir Lying tban^ I have for Swearings you 
may go in a heather Doublet too. 

214. The ^ me J'f^TTM afterwards on the 
Bench, told an old Fellow with a long Beard, 
that befufpojed ht had a Confcience as long as 
his Beard : Does your Lcrdjhtp^ replies the old 
Man, mea/ure Conjctences ay Beards ? iffi\ 
your Lord/hip has no Beard at all. 

215. ApelleSj the famous Painter, having 
drawn the Pidhire of Alexander the Great on 
Horfeback, brought It and prcfented it to that 
Prince, but he not beftowing that Praife on 
it, which fo excellent a Piece deferv'd, Aplles 
defired a living Horfe might be brought ; who 
mov'd by Nature fella prancing and neighing, 
as tho' it had actually been his living Fellow- 
Creature; whereupon Apelles told Alexander , 
his Horfe underfiood Painting better than him- 

216. An old Gentleman, who had married 
a fine young Ladyv and being terribly afraid 
of Cuckoldom, took her to Task one Day, 
and ask'd her, if the had confidered what a 
crying Sin it was in a Woman to cuckold her 
Husband i* Lord, my Dear, fays flie, what 
d'ye mean ? I never had fucb a 'Thought in my 
Heady nor never iviJl : N-o, no, replied he, J 
Jhall have it in my Heady youll have it fame 
'where elfe. 

2T7. The late Lord Dorfet. in a former 

RcigHj was asking a certain Bilhop, wAy he 

" ~ "'^ " ^ conferrd 
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conferrd Orders on Jo many Blockheads. Ob, 
my Lord, iays he, 'tis better the Ground ihouU 
be plowed by Ajfet^ than lit quite untiU'd. 

218. A certain Lady, to excufc herielffor 

a Frailty rtie had lately fallen into, faid to an 

intimate Friend of her's, Lard f bow ii it pof- 

JibU far a Woman to hep her Cabinet utipickt^ 

lahefi roery Fellofn basket a Key to it, 

ZT9. IVlr. Drydm^ oni-e at Dinner, being of- 
fered by a Lady the Rump oi a Fowl, and 
refufing it, the Lady faid, Pray, Mr. Dryden, 
tate it, the Rump is the belt Part of the 
Fo^l ; Yes, Madam, fLys he, and fo I think 
it is of the Fair. 

220. A Company of Garaefters falling out 
at a Tavern, gave one another very fcurvy 
Language : At length thofe dreadful McHengers 
of Aager, the Bottles and Glaffes flew about 
like Hail-Shot ; one of which roiilaking it's 
Errand, and hitting the Wainfcot, inftcad of 
the Perfon's Head it was thrown at, brought 
the Drawer lufhing in, who cry'd, D'ye call 
Gendemen ^ C&U Gentlemen, fays one of the 
Standers by ; m, they don't call Gentlemen, 
hut tb^y call one another Rogue and Rafcal, aj 
fafi as they can- 

221. 'An amorous young Fellow making 
very warm Addre/Tcs to a marry'd Woman, 
pray, sir, be quiet, faid (he, / have a Hus- 
band that won't tharfk you for making him a 
Cuckold : iVo, Madam, reply 'd he^ but you will, 
1 hope. 

zzz. One 
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222. One obferving a crooked Fellow in 
clofe Argument with another, who would liave 
diiTuaded him from fome inconfidcrable Refclu- 
tion J faid to his Friend, Prithee, lei him atomy 
and fay no more to him, you fee he's hem up- 
on it. 

223. BuW-^Dawfon was overturned inaHack- 
ney-Coach oncCj pretty near his Lodgings^ and 
being got on his Legs again, he laid, 'Twas 
the greateft Piece of Providence that ever be* 
fel him, for jt had faved him the Trouble of 
bilking the Coachman. 

224. A vigorous young Officer, who made 
Love to a Widow^ coming a little unawaits 
upon her once, caught her fall in his Arms. 
Hey day^ fays (he, what do you fight after the 
French Way j take ^owns before you declare 
War? No, faith, Widow fays he, but I /hould 
be glad to imitate them fo far^ to be in the 
Middle of the Country before you could rc- 
fift me. 

2,25. Sir Godfrey Kneller^ and the late Dr. 
Ratcfiffe^ had a Garden in common, but with 
one Gate : Sir Godfrey, upon fomc Occafion, 
ordered the Gate to be nall'd up ; when the 
Doif^or heard of it, he faid. He did not Care 
what Sir Godfrey did to the Gate, Jo he did 
mt paint it. This being told Sir Godfrey, 
he replied, He would take that, or any ^hing 

from his good Friend, the Do^or, hut his Pby- 

fick. 

226. The lame Phyfician, who was not 
the bumbleft Man in the World, being fent 
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for by Sir Edward Seymour^ who was faid to 
be the proudcft j the Knight received him, 
while he was dreffing his Feet and picking 
his Toes, being at that Timf troubled with 
a Diabeiis, and upon the Doctor's entering the 
Room, accofted him in this Manner, i'c, ^ack, 
faid he, Tm a dead Man, for I pifs Jweet : 
Do ye^ replied the Doftor, then prithee pifs 
upon ymr Toes, for tbeyflink damnably : And 
fo turning round on his Heel went out of the 
Room. 

227. A certain worthy Gentleman having 
among hisFriends the Nickname of Boj, which 
was a Kind of Contfafition of his real Name, 
when his late Majefty conferred the Honour 
of Peerage upon him, a Pamphlet was foon 
after published with many farcaftical Jokes 
upon him, and had this Part of a Line 
from Horace as a Motto, liiz. 



Optat Ephippia Bos 

My Lord asked a Friend, who could read ia- 
tin^ what that meant ? It is as much as to fay, 
my Lord, faid he^ that you become Honours 
as a Sow does a Saddle. O ! very fine, faid 
my Lord: Soon after another Friend coming to 
ice him, the Pamphlet Was again fpoken 
of, I would, iaid my Lord, give five hun- 
dred Pounds to know the Author of it. I 
don't know the Author of the Pamphlet, faid 
his Friend, but I know who wrote the Mot- 
to J Ay, cry'd my Lord, prithee who was it ? 

Horace. 
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Horace, anfwered the other : How, replied his 
Lordfhip, a dirty Dog, is that his 'Return to 
ail the Favours 1 have done htm and his Bro- 
ther. 

228. A wild Gentleman having pick'd up 
his own Wife for a Miftrefs, the Man, to keep 
his Mafter in Countenance, got lo Bed to the 
Maid too. In ihe Morning, when the Thing 
was difcovered, the Fellow was obliged, ia 
Attonement for his Offence, to make the Girl 
amends by marrying her ; fVell, fays he, lit- 
tU did my Mafier and I think laft Night, that 
we were robbing our own Orchards. 

229. One feeing a kept Whore, who made 
a very great Figure, ask'd, what Eftate (he 
had ? Oi, fays another, a very good EJiate in 
Tail. 

230. In the great Difpute between South 
and Sherlock, the former, who was a great 
Courtier, faid, His Adverfary reafoned well, 
but he Bark'd like a Cur : To which the other 
reply 'd, That Fawning was the Property of a 
Cur, as well as Barking. 

231. Second Thoughts, we commonly lay, 
are beft ; and young Women who pretend to 
be averfe to Marriage, defire not to be taken 
at their Words. One asking a Girl, ifjhe 
•would have him f Faith, na^ John, lays iTic, 
but you may have me if you •will. 

232. A Gentleman lying on his Death- 
Bed^ called to his Coachman, who had been 
an old Servant, and iaid, Ah! Tom, I'm 
going a long rugged Journey, ifiorfe than ever 

F you 
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you drove me: "Oh, dear Sir, reply'd the Fel- 
low, (he having been but an indifferent Ma- 
imer to him,) ;ie'er let that dijcourage you^Jbr 
it is all dffwn HUl. 

233. An honeft bltifT Country Farmer, meet- 
ing the Parlbn of the Pariih in a By-Lane, 
and not giving him the Way fo readily as he 
expefted, the Parfon, with an eredted Creft, 
told him, He ivas Setter fed than taught : 
Very likely indeed Sir, reply'd the Farmer : For 
you teach me and J feed myfelf. 

234. A famous Teacher of Arithmetick^ 
who had long been married without being 
able to ^et his Wife with Child : One faid to 
hefj Madam, your Husband is an excellent 
Arithmetician. Yes, rcphes fhc, only he can't 
multiply. 

23 5. One making a furious Afiault upon a 
hot Applc-pye, burnt his Mouth 'till the Tears 
ran down ; his Friend asked him, Why be 
<w£pt ? Only, fays he, 'iis j'ujl come into my 
Mind, that my Grand-mother dfd this Day 
pwehemmtb : Phm ! iays the other, is that all ? 
So whipping a large Piece into his Mouth, he 
quickly lynipathiz'd with his Companion ; who 
feeing his Eyes brim full, with a malicious 
Sneer aslc'd him^ why he wept ? A Pox on you, 
fays he, becaufe you were not banged the f&ms 
Day your Grand-mother dy'd, 

236. A Lady who had married a Gentle- 
man that was a tolerable Poet, one Day fit- 
ting alone with him, iht faid, Come, my Dear, 
you write upon other People, prithee write 

ibme- 
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ibmethtng for me ; let me iee what Epitaph 
you'll beftow upon me when I die : Oh, my 
Dear, reply'd he, that's a melancholy Subjcifl, 
prithee don't think of it : Nay, upon my Life 
you fhall, adds (he, Come, I'll begin, 

Here lies BidJ : 



To which heanfwer'd, Ab I I wijhjhe did. 

237. A Cowardly Servant having been hunt- 
ing with his Lord, they had kill'da wild Boar j 
the Fellow feeing the Boar ftir, betook him- 
ielf to a Tree ; upon which his Maftcr call'd 
to him, and asked him, what he was afraid of, 
the Boars Guts were out f /Vb, matter/or that., 
fays he, his "teeth are in. 

238. One telling another that he had once 
ib excellent a Gun that it went off immediate- 
ly upon a Thief's coming into the Houfe, ai- 
tho' it wan't charged : How the Devil can that 
he? faid t'other : Becaufe, faid the Firft, the 
'Thief carry'd it off^ and -what was ivorfe, 6s- 

fcre I had Time to charge him with it, 

239. Some Gentlemen coming out of a Ta- 
vern pretty merry, a Liink-Boy cry'd, Have a 
Light, Gentlemen? Light yourjelf to the De^ 
•oil, you Dog, fays one of the (Jompany : Bie/s 
you, Majier, reply'd the Boy, we can find the 
Way in the Dark ; Jhali we light your JVdt' 

Jhip thither. 

240. A Perfon was once try'd at KingPon 
before the late Lord Chief JuHice Holt^ for 
having two Wives, where one Unit was to 

Fa have 
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have been the chief Evidence a^inft him : 
After much calling for him. Word was brought 
that they could hear nothing of him. No, 
fays his Lordftiip, why iien, all Tcanjhj/, is, 
Mr. Unit jiandsjor a Cypher, 

241. 'Tis certainly the moft tranfcendcnt 
Pleafure to be agreeably furpriz'd with the Con- 
feflion of Love, from an ador'd Miftrefs. A 
young Gentleman, after a very great Misfor- 
tune came to his Miftrefi, and told her, He 
was rcduc'd even to the want of five Gui- 
neas : To which fhe replied, / am glad of it 
with all my Heart : Are you fb. Madam, adds 
he, fufpcfling her Conftancy ; Pray, why fo ? 
Becaufe, fays (hCj / can fumijh ycji mihjive 
'tboujand. 

342. On a Publick Night of Rejoicing, when 
Bonefires and Illuminations were made, fome 
honeft Fellows were drinking the King's Heahh 
and Profperity to England, as long as the Sun 
and Moon endured : Ay^ fays one, and 500 
Yeajs after, /or J have put both my Sons ap- 
prentices to a 'tallow-Chandler. 

243. A young Fellow who had made an 
End of all he had, even to his laft Suit of 
Cloaths ; one faid to him, Now I hope, you'll 
own yourfelf a happy Man, for you have 
made an End of all your Cares: How fo, 
laid the Gentleman ; Becaufe, faid the other, 
you've nothing left to take care of. 

244. Some Years ago, when hJsMajefty ufed 
to hunt frequently in Richmond ~ Park, it 
brought fuch Crowds of People thither, that 

Orders 
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Orders were given to admit none, when the 
King was there himfelf, but the Servants of 
the Houftiold. A fat Country Parfon having, on 
one of thefe Days a ftrong Inclination to niake 
one of the Company, Captain B-d-ns^ pro- 
mifed to introduce him, but coming to the 
Gate, the Keepers would have ftopp'd him, 
by telling him, none but the Houfhold wereto 
be admitted : Why, d— mn you, faid the Cap- 
tain, don't you know the Gentleman ? i/is'j 
his Majejiy's Hunting-Cbaplain : Upon which 
the Keepers asked Pardon, and left the re- 
verend Gentleman to Recreation. 

245. The \tzvntdi}Av. Charles Barnard, Ser- 
jeant Surgeon to Queen Anne, being very fe- 
vere upon Parfim having Fluralities. A re- 

^ verend and worthy Divine heard him a good 
' while with Patience^ but at length took him 
up with this Queftion, Why do you Mr. Ser- 
jeant Barnard rail thus at Pluralities, who have 
always Jo many Sine-Cures upon your own 
Hands ? 

246. Dr. Lhyd^ BiiTiop of Worcefier^ lb emi- 
nent for his Prophejies, when by his SoUici- 
tations and Compliance at Court, he got re- 
moved from a poor iVelch Bifhoprick to a rich 
Englijh one. A re\'eTend Dean of ihe Church 
faid, That be found his Brother Lloyd Jpelc 
Prophet with an F *. 

247. A worthy old Gentleman in the Coun- 
try, having employ'd an Attorney, of whom 

he. 



f MoA d' the Cler^ follow this Spelling. 
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he had a pretty good Opinion, to do fome 
LawBufine^ for him in London, he was great- 
ly furprized on his coming to Town, and 
demanding his Bill of Law Qiarges, to find 
that it amounted to at leaft three Times the 
Sum heexpeded; the honcft Attorney aflured 
him, that there was no Article in his Bill, 
but what was jfiH> oTid rtajbnahU : Nay, faid 
the Country Gentleman, here is one of them 
I am iiire cannot be fo, for you have fet down 
three Shillings and four Pence for going to 
Southwarky when none of my Buuneis lay 
that Way j pray what is the Meaning of that 
Sir; Ohf Sir, (aid he, that ^as for fetching 
the Chine ami Tmkeyfrom the Carriers, that 
you fent me for a Prefent, out of the Country. 



FINIS. 




